OSLIS, Gale, & LearningExpress                                                             

The Oregon School Library Information System, or OSLIS, is a website found at www.oslis.org. The site is designed for 
K-12 students and educators and has three main elements:  

· Information literacy resources, to help students with the research process.

· Citation Maker, a tool for creating a bibliography or a works cited page in APA or MLA format.

· Access to statewide subscription databases, currently Gale and LearningExpress Library (a test prep, skill building, and computer tutorials database).  

OSLIS Features and Navigation Tips

Four versions or skins of OSLIS to choose from: elementary student, secondary student, elementary educator, & secondary educator. When users click on the most relevant option on the homepage, they will be redirected to a version that only displays content appropriate for them. The educator pages display the same content as the student pages at the top of the page but may have additional teacher content at the bottom of the page. Use the Switch Site menu in the top left corner to easily change to a different skin.   

Three Main Tabs:  Each student version has 3 main categories to choose from: 
· Learn to Research (Information literacy resources – help with the research process)

· Find Information (Gale databases, LearningExpress Library, and a few other resources)

· Cite My Sources (APA and MLA citation maker; elementary only has MLA)

NOTE: Professional Resources (extra tab only available on the two educator pages) 

Information Literacy Resources: This section offers guidance through the research process. First navigate to the most relevant OSLIS skin. Users can work their way through the steps or jump in at the point that reflects the current stage in their research. The process is broken into 6 steps for older students and 4 for younger. Be sure to access the content in the “Learn to” box for each step. Use the Learn to Research tab and the tabs for each of the research steps, found under the OSLIS logo at the top left, to get back to this resource as necessary.  

Citation Maker: Citation Maker is a tool for creating a bibliography or a works cited page in APA or MLA format. To access it, first navigate to the most relevant version of OSLIS. Then click on the Cite My Sources icon. Choose the MLA or APA link at the top of the page. (The elementary versions only link to MLA.) Note that you need to enter a number between zero and nine to enter the site. (This helps prevent bots from clogging Citation Maker.) After creating the citations you need, use “sort all” to get them in alphabetical order, copy and paste them into a document, and save that. There are more specific directions on the Citation Maker homepage.  

Subscription Databases (LearningExpress Library): This is the same database that you have access to in your public library. For consistency’s sake, many PL staff show the database access point via OSLIS instead of via their own library’s website when helping K12 students. To find LEL on OSLIS, navigate to the most relevant version of OSLIS. Click on Find Information, then on the LEL icon, and then on the New Users: Register button. Have the patron choose his/her own user name and password to create a personal account. Patrons must remember the user name and password they choose. There is not a district or school-wide login for accessing LearningExpress Library. After registering, log in under Returning Users in order to move tests, courses, and e-books into your personal folder, which is called My Center. 
A second access point for those in middle & high school is via Career Information Systems, or CIS. If patrons have a CIS account, LEL is one of the resources available once they log in to CIS. Note that the CIS account and the one created on OSLIS are independent of each other, so saved resources in one account are not available in the other.

LEL Help: http://www.learningexpresshub.com/learningexpresslibrary/help/user-guides
CIS Home: http://oregoncis.uoregon.edu/home/
Subscription Databases (Gale): When patrons need information for a research assignment, one resource is Gale. This is the same suite of databases that your public library has. Again, for consistency, many public library staffers point K12 patrons to the databases via OSLIS instead of their library’s database page. To utilize the databases, first navigate to the most relevant version of OSLIS. Then click on the Find Information icon. Finally, choose any of the relevant Gale databases. Kids InfoBits is a great starting point for elementary students and Student Resources in Context for middle & high schoolers. The OSLIS skin that the user started with determines which of the databases are featured, but all users can click on PowerSearch to see a menu of all the Gale databases and to search multiple databases at the same time.
Gale Database Tutorials: http://support.gale.com
Gale Login: Users can access Gale and LearningExpress Library via OSLIS from anywhere, including from home. Every Oregon public school district and private school (non-profit) has a Gale login that anyone associated with that district or private school may use. Note that the user name and password may NOT be published online.  An easy way to pass along the Gale login is to have OSLIS bookmarks on hand and to fill in the appropriate login based on which school district or private school the patron attends or works at. http://oslis.org/oslissupport/oslis2bookmarks/  

[Ask the School Library Consultant for the Gale logins for the schools you work with most.]
Oregon Homeschoolers

user name:  


password: 
Public School Districts 




user name:  


password: 




user name:  


password: 




user name:  


password: 
Private Schools





user name:  


password: 




user name:  


password: 





user name:  


password: 
Most public charter schools are directly affiliated with a school district and use the same Gale login that the district does.

Extra Gale eBooks only available to school library students & educators logging in to Gale Virtual Reference Library through OSLIS: 

· Facts on File Science Experiments: Environmental Science Experiment
· Facts on File Science Experiments: Forensic Science Experiments
· UXL Encyclopedia of Biomes
· UXL Encyclopedia of Weather and Natural Disasters
· UXL Encyclopedia of World Mythology     
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