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The role of ALA is to recommend policies that uphold the highest ideals of our profession and nation—the freedom to read and receive information as defined by the United States Constitution and courts of law. Local libraries adopt their own policies to uphold this ideal and address the specific needs of their communities.

Although ALA did not prevail in having the Children's Internet Protection Act declared unconstitutional (for the latest information on CIPA and post-CIPA, see ALA's CIPA page at http://www.ala.org/cipa and the CIPA section of the Libraries and the Internet Tool Kit), ALA's efforts yielded important and tangible benefits to libraries and library users. The Justices ruled that CIPA is constitutional only if the mandated filters can be readily disabled upon the request of adult library users. Users do not have to explain why they are making the request.

Most importantly, despite the CIPA ruling, which permits the government to require libraries receiving certain kinds of federal funding to filter, ALA policy is unchanged. ALA does not recommend the use in libraries of filtering technology that blocks constitutionally protected information.

It is important to remember that a major purpose of libraries is to empower their users by providing them with the information they want or need. To fulfill this responsibility, libraries must provide access to the broadest range of information. The Internet allows librarians to do this better than ever before.

ALA strongly encourages local libraries to adopt and implement Internet use policies that protect public access to information and promote a positive online experience. 

ALA upholds the right and responsibility of parents to guide their children's library use, including their Internet use. ALA encourages parents to learn about this important resource so they can guide their children and encourages local libraries to offer instruction for children and adults in how to use the Internet safely and effectively.

http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/iftoolkits/litoolkit/alafiltering.cfm 
