Sources for Starting, Maintaining, and Researching Reading Groups
Forming and Leading Book Groups

Balcom, Ted. Book Discussions for Adults: A Leader’s Guide. American Library Association. 1992.  The best source for leaders of a book group. A quick read if you need book group know-how in a short amount of time.

Dodson, Shireen. The Mother-Daughter Book Club: How Ten Busy Mothers and Daughters Came Together to Talk, Laugh, and Learn Through Their Love of Reading. Harper, 2007 (revised edition).

Fineman, Marcia. Talking About Books. 1998. Excellent guide for established book groups focusing on questions to generate hearty discussion. Useful planning sheets in back of book.

Gelman, Judy and Vicki Levy Krupp. The Book Club Cookbook. Tarcher. 2004. 

Greenwood, Monique, Lynda Johnson and Tracy Mitchell-Brown. The Go On Girl! Book Club Guide for Reading Groups. 1999. Geared specifically for African-American book clubs.

Jacobsohn, Rachel W.  The Reading Group Handbook. Revised edition. Hyperion. 1998. One of the best sources for starting and sustaining a reading group for any organization. Excellent advice for facilitators. Good suggested reading list, glossary of literary terms, and resource list.

John, Lauren. Running Book Discussion Groups: A How-To-Do-It Manual for Librarians. Neal-Schumann, 2006.

Laskin, David and Holly Hughes. The Reading Group Book. Plume/Penguin. 1995. Good use of anecdotal information to make points. Most of the information in this book can be found in Jacobsohn’s. Very good subject arrangement of book lists. Good list of facilitator questions.

Moore, Ellen and Kira Stevens. Good Books Lately: The One-Stop Resource for Book Groups and Other Greedy Readers. St. Martin’s. 2004. The most recent “how-to” for book groups. The authors include many contributions from book groups across the nation on solving problems, selecting books and energizing book groups.

Neblett, Pat. Circles of Sisterhood : A Book Discussion Group Guide for Women of Color.. Writers & Readers. 1996. I haven’t had the opportunity to examine this book. A guide for book discussion groups for Asian, Latina, Native American and African-American women.

O’Hare, Mary and Rose Storey. Recipe for a Book Club: A Monthly Guide for Hosting Your Own Reading Group: Menus & Recipes, Featured Authors, Suggested  Readings, and Topical Questions. Capital, 2004. 

Saal, Rollene.  The New York Public Library Guide to Reading Groups. Crown. 1995. Very good practical advice on starting a book group. Sections on how to find members, choose books and how to read a book chosen for discussion are particularly helpful. Annotated book lists make up half of the book.

Slezak, Ellen. The Book Group Book. Chicago Review Press. 2000.  A collection of essays from book group leaders, participants, and authors. Suggested book lists follow. 

Weiler, Elizabeth and Karisa Creer. Good Books, Good Friends, Good Food: A Successful Recipe for Your Own Book Club. Dmt, 2002.

Sources for Book Group Selections

Craughwell, Thomas.  Great Books for Every Book Lover. Black Dog & Levanthal, 1998. An excellent source for reading suggestions. The compiler lists both fiction and non-fiction titles in categories such as “First-Class Fiction,” “Page Turners,” “Sci-Fi Classics,” “Women of Substance,” and “Funny Folk.” 

Ellington, Elisabeth & Jane Freimiller. A Year of Reading: A Month-by-Month Guide to Classics and Crowd-Pleasers for You or Your Book Group. Sourcebooks, Inc. 2002. Each entry, arranged by month, provides a short synopsis of the title, author information, Internet resources, video resources, discussion topics and readalikes. 

Gardner, Sarah. Read It and Eat: A Month-by-Month Guide to Scintillating Book Club Selections and Mouthwatering Menus. Hudson Street, 2005.

Glossbrenner, Alfred and Emily. About the Author. Cader Books, 1999. 
Arranged alphabetically by author, each entry provides either a complete list of an author’s works (if it’s short enough) of a shortlist of an author’s most significant works. Some author biographical information is provided as well as some trivial bits. Recommendations for best book to start with and readalikes are also given. Good source for book group members.

Lewis, Marjorie, ed. Outstanding Books for the College Bound. ALA Editions. 1996. Great selection of fiction and nonfiction book group discussion possibilities with short annotations.

McGrath, Charles.  Books of the Century: A Hundred Years of Authors, Ideas, and Literature. Three Rivers Press, 2000. A collection of reprinted book reviews arranged chronologically from 1897-1999. Reviews of classic and popular novels appear, as well as tiny sidebars from reviews trouncing books which went on to become staples in American literature, such as The Catcher in the Rye.

McMains, Victoria Golden. The Reader’s Choice: 200 Book Club Favorites. Quill, 2000. Titles enjoyed by members of more than seventy book clubs nationwide. Each entry is a “booktalk” with some author background. Reach for this when the reader wants “a good book with some meat.”

Niebuhr, Gary Warren. Read ‘em Their Writes: A Handbook for Mystery and Crime Fiction Book Discussion. Libraries Unlimited, 2006.

Pearl, Nancy. Book Lust: Recommended Reading for Every Mood, Moment, and Reason. Sasquatch Books. 2003. A collection of concise lists on various topics that will provide inspiration for facilitators looking to incorporate a theme into their book groups. See also More Book Lust (2005).
Pearlman, Mickey. What to Read: The Essential Guide for Reading Group Members and Other Book Lovers. Revised edition. HarperPerennial. 1999. Excellent book lists organized by subject. New edition has revised all book lists and added new ones. Especially interesting are the booklists of titles about food and cooking, fairy tales for adults, and other nonfiction.

Rubel, David. The Reading List: Contemporary Fiction: A Critical Guide to the Complete Works of 110 Authors. Owl, 1998. 110 authors profiled with annotations of complete list of books published in chronological order and a biographical sketch. Good source for a reader of serious fiction.

Reading Group Choices: Selections for Lively Book Discussions. Paz & Associates. 1996-2007. Excellent source for reading suggestions both fiction and non-fiction. All selections come with discussion questions.

Further Reading and Research

The Book Lover’s Guide to Reading Groups. A special advertising supplement to The New York Times. June 22, 1997.16 pp.

Farr, Cecilia Konchar. Reading Oprah: How Oprah’s Book Club Changed the Way America Reads.  State University of New York, 2004.

Juhasz, Victor. “The Tyranny of the Book Group.” The Wall Street Journal. January 15, 1999.  W1+W4. An amusing article on how NOT to have a discussion group.

Loevy, Diana. The Book Club Companion: A Comprehensive Guide to the Reading Group Experience. BerkleyTrade. 2006.

Long, Elizabeth. Book Clubs: Women and the Uses of Reading in Everyday Life. University of Chicago Press. 2003. An interesting study on the role book clubs play in reading lives. Book group leaders may find this book useful.

Rooney, Kathleen, Reading With Oprah: The Book Club That Changed America. University of Arkansas, 2005. 

Online Resources Book Discussions

BookLeaders, a listserv for book group leaders. To learn more about the bookleaders group, please visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bookleaders To subscribe, send an email to: bookleaders@yahoogroups.com
African American Literature Book Club

http://www.aalbc.com/
BookBrowse

http://www.bookbrowse.com/bookclubfun/
Reading Guides

Ballentine Reader’s Circle

http://www.randomhouse.com/BB/read/
Book Group Corner

http://www.randomhouse.com/resources/bookgroup/
BookMuse—Powell’s  Books reading group guides

http://www.bookmuse.com/
BookSpot Reading Group Guides

http://www.bookspot.com/readingguides.htm
HoughtonMifflin Reading Group Guides

http://www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com/readers_guides/
Oprah’s Book Club—patrons will always ask. You may as well have it bookmarked

http://www.oprah.com/obc_classic/obc_main.jhtml
Penguin Putnam Reading Group Guides

http://us.penguingroup.com/static/html/readingguides/index.html
Reading Group Choices-one of my personal favorites
http://www.ReadingGroupChoices.com/
Reading Group Guides—my other personal favorite
http://www.readinggroupguides.com/
St. Martin’s Press Reading Group Guides

http://us.macmillan.com/all/editorslist/General/RecommendedforReadingGroups
Vintage Reading Group Guides

http://www.randomhouse.com/vintage/read/categories.html
WW Norton Reading Guides

http://www.wwnorton.com/trade/rgg.htm
Virtual Book Groups

BCPL Virtual Bookclub—undergoing renovation. Visit if creating a virtual book group would be of interest to your patrons.
http://www.bcplonline.org/centers/library/printtitles.html
The Book Group List—hasn’t been updated in almost six months. Interesting to see their choices.
http://books.rpmdp.com/
ESPN Book Club

http://www.espnbooks.com/bookclub.htm
Overbooked: A Social Space for the Chronically Overbooked—like MySpace or Facebook, but the focus is on reading, writing, books, etc and not random socialization. Free to join and very easy to use.
http://overbookers.ning.com/
Rachel’s Compendium of Online Book Discussions—and many other valuable resources!
www.his.com/~allegria/clubs.html
Table Talk: Salon.com’s online book discussion site

http://tabletalk.salon.com/Books/
Tippecanoe County (IN) Public Library’s The Book Clique

http://www.tcpl.lib.in.us/ref/bookgroup.html
Book Group Blogs/Websites
Book Club Classics

http://bookclubclassics.com/Blog/
Book Club Girl

http://www.bookclubgirl.com/
Book Group Buzz—Booklist’s blog devoted to book group tips, good/bad discussion titles, ideas for rejuvenating, etc.

http://bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com/
Book Group Expo
http://bookgroupexpo.com/index.html
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