
BBBBuuuusssstttt AAAA RRRRhhhhyyyymmmmeeee::::
Encouraging Caregivers to

Talk and Sing with Kids

Oregon Library Association

Washington Library Association 

2013 Joint Conference / April 25, 2013

Presented by: Rick Samuelson, Youth Services Librarian



TYPES OF RHYMES



Baby Rhymes



Bounces

Tickles

Wiggles

Interaction Rhymes

Lullabies / Soothing Songs



Toddler & Preschooler Rhymes



Fingerplays
Action Rhymes

Poems
Call & Response Songs

Echo Games
Cumulative Songs

Story Songs
Clapping Games

Jump Rope Rhymes
Task Rhymes

Shaker/Rhythm Rhymes



Q: Why 
Rhymes?



A: Because 
rhymes can 
do it all!!!



Rhymes as 
Early Literacy 

Supports

(to the tune of Skip to My Lou):

Sing, talk, read, write play
Sing, talk, read, write, play
Sing, talk, read, write, play

Making readers day by day.

Rhyme by: LuCinda Gustavson / Salt Lake County Library 



The Critical Importance of the 
Caregiver



SING



Phonological Awareness



http://jolle.coe.uga.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/7_1_5_harper.pdf



Narrative Skills



TALK



Vocabulary



READ



Print Awareness



http://www.state.lib.la.us/literacy-and-reading/early-literacy/nursery-rhyme-printable-mini-books



WRITE



Fine Motor Skills



http://melissa.depperfamily.net/blog/?p=4131



Gross Motor Skills



PLAY



Print Motivation!!!



HOW TO USE 
RHYMES

TO SUPPORT YOUR 
LITERACY EFFORTS



IDEA #1
Make a Rhyme Book



It doesn’t have to be fancy…



GOOD STUFF TO INCLUDE IN 
YOUR PRINT RHYME HANDOUTS

1) Age Appropriateness Info
2) Rhymes by Category
3) Motion Descriptions: (like this)
4) Simple & Useful Content
5) Copyright Disclaimer

“To the best of our ability, we have included rhymes only 
when we were able to determine that they are in the public 
domain.”



IDEA #2
Make a Rhyme Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7UtJ_YInEk



It isn’t rocket science…



STEP ONE: FILM IT
STEP TWO: UPLOAD IT

STEP THREE: EDIT IT
STEP FOUR: SHARE IT

HOW TO MAKE 
A RHYME VIDEO



Filming rhymes is easy



Video Recording Best Practices
(Remember: the focus should be on your actions & your voice)

1) Use a tripod or some kind of camera support
2) Use a solid or simple background
3) Record in a quiet location
4) Introduce yourself (be quick about it!)
5) Do two or three takes
6) SMILE!!!



Uploading videos is easy

Start a youtube channel!!



Editing videos is easy



Sharing rhymes is easy peasy!

Start a rhyme blog!!

http://kids.wccls.org/search/label/rhymes



Share your whole 
storytime plan!

http://wiki.kcls.org/tellmeastory/index.php/Sammamish_Toddler_Story_Time

http://klmpeace.wordpress.com/2013/04/14/toddler-storytime-farms-and-negative-space/



If you choose to 
share content 

online….



GOOD STUFF TO INCLUDE IN 
YOUR PRINT RHYME HANDOUTS

1) Age Appropriateness Info
2) Rhymes by Category
3) Motion Descriptions: (like this)
4) Simple & Useful Content
5) Copyright Disclaimer
6) Simple link to online resources



IDEA #3
Host a Rhyme Event!

The Hillsboro Public Library has had success offering a series of 
programs called “Fingerplay Camps”



The Cedar Mill Community Library’s Bethany Branch recently offered a 
program called a “Family Sing-Along” that tied familiar preschool songs 

and fingerplays with music and movement



Big kids like rhymes, too…

Consider hosting a jump rope rhymes or clapping games exchange



COPYRIGHT IS CONFUSIN’!!



Research Your Material

http://mudcat.org/http://bussongs.com/



Play it safe

Use rhymes that are in the public domain 
(or listed as TRAD or Traditional)

If you are able to locate contact information for an 
author, ask for permission to use

Fair Use
1) Purpose of use: Commercial vs. Non-Commercial

2) Nature of the work: Fiction vs. Non-Fiction / Published vs. Unpublished

3) Amount of work used: Whole vs. Part

4) Effect on the Market Value (including potential and future markets)
Summarized from “Quick and Easy Copyright” © Tomas A Lipinski – presented at 2012 ALSC Institute



Examples of Copyrighted Rhymes

“Spider on the Floor”
by Bill Russell

“I am a Little Teapot”
by Sanders/Kelly

“Fuzzy Wuzzy Was a Bear”
by Hoffman/Drake/Livingston

“Happy Birthday”
by Patty Hill & Mildred J. Hill





WHERE TO FIND GOOD 
RHYMES

http://pinterest.com/olacsd/rhymes/



Bye!!  If you have any 
questions, feel free to 
ask my old man!

Rick Samuelson
Youth Services Librarian
WCCLS
ricks@wccls.org


