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Cameras:

Flip Camera 
$149-$279

Very easy to use! Staff can email files to your video editor, transfer them to a USB drive or do simple edits themselves using the YouTube Video Editor (see below).  
KCLS has original, non-HD Flip cameras in each branch for staff to use. 

Canon HD Cameras
Vixia 

$699-1,399

Tape Pro: You may find older mini HDVD tape camera for less
Tape Con: Storage becomes an issue as does buying more miniDVD tapes. 
Digital Pro: Easy to use and no tapes, you can quickly scroll through video on the camera and select sequences. 

Digital Con: Footage that hasn’t been transferred can be deleted or you run out of space while filming if footage isn’t deleted promptly. 
KCLS started with two Canon digital HD cameras and an iMac. The Vixia’s are small and non-threatening to staff who are asked to film. 
Canon Professional Cameras 
$3,999-$8,999

Uses mini HDVD tapes, invest in a storage rack.  
KCLS purchased two entry level models with a LSTA Grant and upgraded to a Mac Pro to process the grant videos we created. They are larger and more complicated than the Vixia’s so we won’t be sending these out to staff. Check our YouTube Channel for InfoBiz videos. 
Software

Final Cut Express
$199

Final Cut Pro 
$999

Requires a Mac and lots of storage space for rendering. 
KCLS started with Express and then upgraded to Pro. Online Services uses 4 terabytes of external hard drives for storage and scratch in addition to the Mac Pro.
MPEG Streamclip
Free

In order to easily edit the Flip videos in Final Cut we run them through MPEG and then import the new file into Final Cut. If you import the Flip video straight into Final Cut it will require a render after each edit which is time consuming. 
Jing
Free Version – lower quality video, can’t export to other editing software.
Pro Version - $14.95/year

You download Jing, but to access your content go to http://screencast.com/. This is how we capture our screen casts. Topic managers download the software to their PC and enter in our Pro account information. When they are done, they upload the video. Online Services access it from Screencast.com and import the file into Final Cut. We don’t have staff use the microphone feature. It is too hard to read a script and click at the same time! We have them use Audacity.  
Audacity 

Free

KCLS uses audacity to record the audio for screencasts and the occasional video narration. You will need to download an additional piece of free software to export the audio file as an MP3 .

Elgato
$49.95

This is a must have for Final Cut! As we work on video projects we can send rough cuts to presenters. Rendering the full video can take 15minutes to over an hour depending on the length. The Elgato will export a lower quality video in a fraction of the time. We then upload the video to our blog and send a link for the person’s review. They need to have the free version of Quicktime downloaded to their machine. 

QuickTime Pro
$29.99

If you run into a situation where you are prompted to purchase it to move your video where you want it, do it. The work arounds are cumbersome and time consuming. 
Camtasia
$299

Similar to Adobe Captivate, which KCLS has also used to create screen casts. We have moved to Jing and Final Cut. 

Captivate
$799

Expensive and time consuming to create screen casts. 

Windows Movie Maker
Free on PC

iMovie
Free on Mac

iDVD
Free on Mac

We use this to burn looping DVDs for events. 

YouTube Video Editor
Free limited editing, but you do have upload your video. 

Vegas Movie Studio
$124.95

PC Alternative to Final Cut

MediaWiki
Free 
Written in PHP and originally for use on Wikipedia. It is now used by several other projects of the non-profit Wikimedia Foundation and by many other wikis, including this website, the home of MediaWiki. We use it for Tell Me A Story. We hired a developer to add a skin to make it look like users are still on the website. ITS imports plug ins, but most staff just edit. 
Film Institutes:

If you can, try to attend a one day class on using Final Cut at your local film schools.

The Seattle Film Institute offers Introduction to Final Cut Pro for $225

Tips:

Tripods

Nothing looks worse than shaky footage. There are $15 tripods that work great for the flips. The bigger cameras need a tripod too, so make sure to get that in the budget. The $45 is well worth the smooth pans that will impress your board of directors. 
KCLS Online Presence:

YouTube
Tell Me A Story
FaceBook
Twitter
Flickr
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