Early Literacy in Oregon and Washington Public Libraries
Most early literacy programs and/or workshops include research, how to share books with children, how to create rich environments and early learning activities.

The following programs are being implementing in numerous public libraries in Oregon and Washington states but are national in scope.
Every Child Ready to Read @ your library
Three workshops based on the developmental stages of children—available in Chinese, French, Korean, Russian, and Spanish. www.ala.org/ala/alsc/ecrr/ecrrhomepage.cfm
Mother Goose Programs
Program integrates children’s literature and early literacy research into math, science, and social studies activities. www.mothergooseprograms.org/
Motheread
An early literacy program and an adult literacy program simultaneously focused on the same book; provides a take home copy. Classes are appropriate for adults regardless of their reading ability or prior education experience; available in English and Spanish. www.motheread.org/index.html
Raising A Reader
A bookbag program that promotes reading aloud in the home, Raising A Reader® is implemented through library partnerships with childcare centers and other agencies serving children 0-5. www.motheread.org/index.html
Early Learning in Washington State 
Washington State Library has spent over 1 million dollars on early learning and early literacy since 2000 using federal LSTA funds and local Paul G. Allen Family Foundation Funds.
Projects included training and core collections, demonstration projects and matching grants, and distribution of “Read to Your Baby” booklets in six languages. Partners included WA State Migrant Council, Indian Education Office and Washington State Service Corp. www.secstate.wa.gov/library/libraries/projects/early_learning.aspx and
www.secstate.wa.gov/library/libraries/projects/every_child.aspx
Department of Early Learning was established on July 1, 2006, under House Bill 2964 combining The Division of Child Care and Early Learning, The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP), and The Early Reading Initiative. www.del.wa.gov
Thrive by Five, a diverse group of public private partners that combine the assets of each sector to help achieve sustainable social change was established in 2007.Their focus is improvements to parenting education and support, child care, preschool, and other early learning environments.
www.thrivebyfivewa.org
Early Learning Public Library Partnership joins the Foundation for Early Learning to strengthen the ability of public libraries to fully participate in the advancement of early learning in Washington. As of March 2008, 21 libraries belong to the partnership.

www.earlylearning.org
Model of a small, stand-alone library
Sedro Woolley, population 9,800, is currently managing 3 early learning grants;
· LSTA targeted competitive grant to create theme boxes;
· local Skagit Community grant to purchase supportive materials such as CD players; and
· Dept. of Early Learning grant to support parent groups using a “Ready for Kindergarten” program developed in Kennewick, Washington.
Debra’s tips:

· Get involved─ tap in to organizations that work with children and families
· Keep plugging away, eventually good things will begin to happen

Become part of the movement ─ no one does it alone (for more information contact Debra Peterson at ddpeters@fidalgo.net)
Early Learning in Oregon 

Early Words
Early Words also includes a mentoring program for childcare providers and preschool teachers. (OR: Multnomah County Library) www.multcolib.org/birthtosix/ecr/ew.html
Take Off!
Take Off! includes outreach storytimes, rotating book collections, early literacy training for parents/childcare providers, early literacy newsletters, parenting resources, and free books. (OR: Umatilla County Special Library District) www.ucsld.org/takeoff.html
Training Wheels
Support early literacy, readiness-to-learn components, and quality childcare environments for children while mentoring and modeling skills to parents and caregivers through programming, trainings, resources, and supports.” (OR: Wallowa County Library) www.wallowacounty.plinkit.org/outreach-programs/training-wheels.html
Reading for Healthy Families

The Oregon Commission on Children and Families and the Oregon library community received grants from Oregon Community Foundation and Paul G. Allen to develop and implement statewide early literacy training for all children’s library staff and Healthy Start family support workers in Oregon.  This is a three year grant project that will begin June 2008.  

Children First for Oregon

http://www.cffo.org/ 
The Children's Institute (of Oregon)
http://www.childinst.org/ 

 

Oregon Ready for School

http://www.ready-for-school.org/index.html
 

Oregon Department of Education's Ready for School Initiative

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=870
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