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RDA update

 Quick review of recent developments

 Content

 MARC 21 developments related to RDA

 Product (RDA Online)

 Implementation



A year ago…

Suspend work on RDA!

LC Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control



Very rough timeline

 RDA released 3rd quarter 2009 

 Testing period –6-9 months

 Possible U.S. implementation late 2010
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What is FRBR? 
(& what is it not?)

 Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records

 A conceptual model of the bibliographic universe, 
including:

 Everything libraries (and museums, etc.) might collect

 All persons or bodies that  might interact with those 
collections (as authors, producers, etc.)

 All concepts needed to describe other bibliographic entities

 AND, how all of these interact

Entities

Relationships
Explanation from Bob Maxwell,
FRBR: A Guide for the Perplexed



Work

Expression

Manifestation

Item

is realized through

is embodied in

is exemplified by

Group 1

recursive

one

many

FRBR

slide from Barbara Tillett



 Group 2 (responsible for content, production, or 
custodianship of Group 1 entities)

 Person

 Corporate Body

 [Family]

 Group 3 (may serve as subjects of Group 1 entities)

 Group 1 and 2 entities

 Concept

 Object

 Event

 Place

University of Oregon | 1501 Kincaid Street | Eugene, OR 97403-1299 | T: (541) 346-3053 | F: (541) 346-3485



RDA outline: Attributes (sect. 1-4)

 Recording attributes of:

 manifestation and item   (chapters 1-4)

 work and expression  (chapters 5-7)

 person, family, and corporate body (chapters 8-11)

 concept, object, event,* place (chapters 12-16)



RDA outline: Relationships (sect. 5-7)

 Recording: 

 primary relationships between work, expression, 
manifestation, and item  (chapter 17)

 relationships to persons, families, and corporate bodies 
associated with a resource  (chapters 18-22)

 subject relationships* (chapter 23)



RDA outline: Relationships (sect. 8-10)

 Recording relationships between:

 works, expressions, manifestations, and items  
(chapters 24-28)

 persons, families, and corporate bodies 
(chapters 29-32)

 concepts, objects, events, and places* 
(chapters 33-37)



Appendices
A –Capitalization

B –Abbreviations

C –Initial articles

D –Record syntaxes for 
descriptive data

E –Record syntaxes for 
access point control data

F –Add’l instructions on 
names of persons

G –Titles of nobility, term 
of rank, etc.

H –Dates in the Christian 
calendar

I-L –Relationship 
designators

between:

I –a resource & PFCB

J –WEMI

K –PFCB 

L –COEP (not developed)

M –Complete examples

Glossary



Implementation scenarios

 3 high-level views of how to encode, store, and 
exchange RDA data

 1: Separate descriptions of each entity

 Linked by identifiers to show relationships

 2: Composite bibliographic record

 Access points linked to authority records

 3: All entities described in composite bib record

 No link to authority files
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Relational / object-orientated 
database structure

Work

Holdings/Item

Manifestation

Expression

Access Point 
Control Record

Slide from Rob Walls, 
Libraries Australia



DCMI/RDA Task Group

 Charge: To define components of RDA as an 
Resource Description Framework (RDF) vocabulary 
for use in developing a Dublin Core application 
profile

 RDA Element Vocabulary
 RDA metadata entities (elements, attributes)

 E.g. “Title”, “Content type”

 RDA value vocabularies (terms)
 E.g. “spoken word”, “microform” (media type)
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Cataloger Scenarios 
from DCMI/RDA Task Group



Barbara Tillett’s presentations 

 Catalogs are no longer stand-alone tools

 Bibliographic data integrated into wider environment

 New kinds of links can be made, new displays generated

 Data may come from many sources

 RDA is designed to prepare us for the technological 
capabilities of the Internet, today & beyond

 Identifying entities and relationships at the element 
level

 Registries of elements and controlled vocabularies
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Review of full draft

 Full draft was expected August 2008 in a pre-
release version of the online product

 Adjusted to mid-October… issues with the 
software…

 PDFs created; posted Nov. 17

 Many challenges and frustrations

 Shortened period for review

 Could not assess RDA as on online tool

 PDFs contained many serious errors



New content in the full draft

 Introduction (chapter 0)

 Examples throughout

 Several appendices (notably D, J, K, and M)

 Glossary

Plus

 Workflows

 List of changes between AACR2 and RDA

 Issues deferred until after the first release



Core elements

 Early drafts, RDA elements were designated 
“required” or “optional” 

 JSC decided instead to designate certain elements 
as “core”

 Will be possible in RDA Online to restrict the view 
to only the core elements

 Questions 

 what is included & not

 conditionals









ISBD punctuation example (App. D)

ISBD Area / Element Punctuation RDA Element

1. Title and statement of responsibility area

1.1. Title proper 2.3.1 Title proper

1.2. General material designation [ ] 3.2 Media type

6.10 Content type

1.3. Parallel title = 2.3.2 Parallel title

1.4. Other title information : 2.3.3 Other title information

1.5. Statements of responsibility

First statement / 2.4.1 Statement of responsibility relating to title

Subsequent statement ; 2.4.1 Statement of responsibility relating to title



Example: Relationship designators for Expressions  (Appendix I.3)



Example: Relationship designators for Related Works



Reactions to the full draft

 ALA review - frustration

 Issues with reviewing print (rather than online), typos, 
etc.

 Clarity/ease of use is a serious concern

 Core element set questions

 Many concerns raised by catalogers of special types of 
resources (moving images, cartographic)

 LC proposals on musical works and expressions

 Other constituencies –more favorable



Significant changes from AACR2 to RDA

 Transcription –principle of representation

 “Take what you see”

 Inaccuracies

 No more abbreviating

 Accept what you get

 Facilitating data capture

 Much more leeway for variations / judgment

 Numerals, language, script

 “if considered important”



Conceptual changes for catalogers

 Thinking in FRBR concepts

 Focus on data elements

 Recording data and constructing access points

 Shift from records (bibliographic and authority) to 
descriptions of entities
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Appendix M: 
Complete Examples
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Appendix M: 
Complete Examples





More concrete changes –selected examples

 General Material Designation (GMD) replaced by Media 
Type, Carrier Type, Content Type

 Other title information

 No provision for supplying other title information (AACR2 1.1E6) 
except for cartographic materials and moving image

 Statement of responsibility

 Square brackets (or other*) only if taken from outside the resource

 No limit on number of people or corporate bodies which can be 
recorded in a single statement
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More concrete changes –selected examples

 Choice of access points

 No “rule of three” –no limitations on what in AACR 
would be the added entries

 AACR2: compilation lacking a collective title is entered 
under the heading for the first work

 RDA: separate access points constructed for each work; 
with alternative to construct a preferred access point for 
the compilation using a devised title
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Changes to access points

 Persons

 Terms indicating relationship, such as “Jr.”, are treated 
as part of the name

 Changes in the way dates are recorded

 “century” spelled out; “approximately” not “ca.”

 “b.” “d.” “fl.” 

 not necessary if date recorded as RDA element sub-types 
(Date of birth, Date of death, Period of Activity)
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Changes to access points

 Uniform titles

 Parts of the Bible

 Old and New Testaments referred to by their spelled-
out form (not “O.T.” and “N.T.”)

 Preferred access points for individual books of the 
Bible position the name of the book immediately 
following “Bible”:

 Bible.  Revelation    not Bible.  N.T.  Revelation

 “Selections” will not be used as a preferred title
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Workflows

 Step-by-step through the rules that would come 
into play when cataloging a particular type of 
resource

 LC/PCC may create workflows to show practice

 Libraries can customize, create their own 
workflows, add local annotations
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Joint Steering Committee met March 12-20

 Final opportunity to prepare RDA content for the 
first release

 Discussion of responses to

 Full draft

 Revisions to instructions on musical works and 
expressions

 No further changes to content after this meeting; 
only outright errors will be corrected

 John Attig’s blog for daily reports



Issues deferred (selected examples)

 Use of square brackets

 Consider discontinuing in some circumstances

 Introductory words

 Keep or omit as part of title?

 Use of full form of serial title over acronym or 
initialism

 Remove the exception? (AACR2 12.1B2)

 Remove abbreviations for certain countries, states, 
provinces, etc.
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MARC 21 changes

 RDA proposals
 2009 01/1  New data elements in authority records  -

APPROVED –includes:

 046  Specially coded dates

 621  Associated place

 622  Addresses

 623  Field of activity

 624  Affiliation

 625  Occupation

 626  Gender



MARC 21 changes (2)

 2009 01/2  New content designation for RDA 
elements - APPROVED

 336  Content type

 337  Media type

 338  Carrier type

 Example: video DVD

 336  moving image

 337  video

 338  videodisc



Other MARC 21 changes

 New subfields for 502 (Dissertation note)

 Possible changes

 007/008: new coded values to represent new content, 
media and carrier terms

 Expansion of relator terms list

 Encoding URIs for controlled values in MARC records

 040 subfield $e rda
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www.rdaonline.org

Demo from IFLA conference: 
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/jsc/docs/iflasatellite-

20080808-demo.pdf



RDA Online functionality should include:

 Browsing via Table of Contents

 Quick search and advanced search options

 Bookmark, annotate, save searches

 “Park” your profile for future retrieval

 View just core elements, or rules relevant to a type 
of resource

 Tools such as

 Mappings between RDA and AACR2, MARC 21, ISBD, DC

 Workflows
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As described at ALA Midwinter by developer…

 Product segments (tabs) as “school metaphor”

 RDA tab: student handbook (the actual rules)

 Tools tab: recess, where to play

 RDA Tools, Schema dictionary, registries

 Resources tab: Hallways/locker 

 Resources developed to assist in implementation
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Pricing model (very tentative)

 ALA Publishing: “if assumptions hold up”

 RDA tab (just the rules) available as one-time cost 
similar to AACR2 pricing

 Subscription model –access to everything

 1 user, no more cost than for above, but recurring

 Scopes for concurrent users (2-4, 5-9, etc.) –different 
pricing levels

 Some parts should be available for free –schema, 
registries in Tools



RDA implementation / testing

 Testing plans –U.S.

 LC, NAL, NLM devising framework

 Working with about 20 partners

 Variety of experience levels, institution types

 Testers will use systems/environments they have 
available

 Web site with documentation, methodology

 www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/rda/



Implementation / testing (2)

 Will begin once there is an RDA Online (3rd quarter, 
2009?)

 3 months to train people, 3 months to test, 3 months to 
evaluate

 Test records will be shared with the community

 Conclusion: 3 national libraries will make “go” or “no go” 
decision



What will be tested? Methodology?

 Operational, technical and economic feasibility

 20-25 items to be cataloged by all participants

 Representative range of digital & analog resources

 How much time it takes to create a record using AACR2 
vs. RDA

 Qualitative aspects

 How easy to understand instructions

 What stumbling blocks were encountered

 Partners will solicit feedback from internal end users 
about the RDA records they create



Resources

 JSC documentation
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/jsc/rda.html

www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/jsc/rdafulldraft.html

 DCMI RDA Task Group

http://dublincore.org/dcmirdataskgroup/

Cataloger scenarios:

http://dublincore.org/dcmirdataskgroup/Scenarios

 NSDL registry

http://metadataregistry.org/vocabulary/list.html

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/jsc/rda.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/jsc/rdafulldraft.html
http://dublincore.org/dcmirdataskgroup/
http://dublincore.org/dcmirdataskgroup/Scenarios
http://metadataregistry.org/vocabulary/list.html


 Webcasts from LC, for LC staff: 
www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/rdawebcasts.html

 RDA Background/Overview (67 minutes)

 Cataloging Principles and RDA (49 minutes)

 John Attig’s blog:  ALA rep notes 
www.personal.psu.edu/jxa16/blogs/

resource_description_and_access_ala_rep_notes/

 RDA Online information:   http://www.rdaonline.org/

 Programs/ preconference at ALA Chicago
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alcts/alcts.cfm
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In the meantime…

 Learn about FRBR and FRAD

 Training opportunities will be coordinated by RDA 
Implementation Group

 Encourage ILS vendors to pay attention!
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Thank you!

Presentation will be posted on NW Central
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