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Literature Circles

Literature circles are:
· Collaborative

· Critical 
· Contructivist (readers reshape and add to their understanding as they construct meaning w/ other readers)
Key elements:

· Reader choice

· Responsibility

· Personal response

· Intended as a context in which to apply reading and writing skills

· Flexible and fluid (never look the same twice)

Benefits of literature circles:
· Readers more committed because they raise the questions and they consider their own experiences.  

· Constructing meaning together

· Reader centered rather than teacher or librarian centered

· Authentic discussion experience rather than worksheet (artificial)

Research shows that literature circles:

· Increase comprehension

· Improve higher level thinking

· Foster quality responses to texts

Deciding Structure
Key considerations:

· How often will you meet?

· What is your role (facilitator, participant observer)? 
· Will all groups meet at once?

Structure also includes:

· Choosing books and forming groups

· Reading

· Discussion

· Written and extended response

· Management considerations

Choosing books/forming groups
· Provide choice – this is best way to get reader “buy in”
· Intro books through book talks

· Build in time to preview choices
· Make sure readers pick several so you can have freedom in designing groups

· Form groups (although reader choice is at center, it is really choice with teacher/librarian guidance!) 4-5 members is an ideal size.

· Make sure readers can work together effectively

· Provide some balance of gender, ability, experience, and interest.
· Give first choices to readers who did not get them last time.

Reading
You can divide up the reading in whatever way is most appropriate for your readers and your time frame: halves, thirds, quarters, or even chapters.  
Discussion
You can help readers generate their own goals for discussion.  A few examples from a class:

To voice our ideas

To learn about other people’s ideas

To understand the world better

Invite readers to help you create a chart of reasons to talk about books.  Like everything else about literature circles, this gives them a sense of ownership.

Readers will want to know: “What do I talk about?”
Most important aspect of finding something to talk about is: What is meaningful to you?  Discussions won’t be authentic if readers only answer questions that teachers or librarians give them.  They need to read for themselves, bring their own ideas, questions, theories, discoveries and insights to the table.  

Here’s an example of a list of things to discuss:

· Share a part of the book – favorite, confusing, interesting, surprising, scary, difficult

· Make a connection

· Read or tell about a journal entry

· Pose a question

· Answer a question

Easy starter: what did you think of the story?

Next steps, moving beyond impressions to interactions:
Quote and question: ask readers to find one quote that stood out for them and one question that genuinely puzzled them. 

A list of prompts to use when you’re stuck:

· I noticed

· I think

· I feel

· I liked

· What if

· If I could change

· My question is

A list of starting questions:

· Do you think this story could really happen?

· Who is your favorite character and why?

· Who do the characters remind you of?

· What do you think a character did?

· What would you have done?

· What was your favorite part?

Be careful of offering too many strategies.  It can be overwhelming.  Always keep an eye for when the readers take off on their own and no longer need the temporary scaffolding of questions and prompts.  This is when you know literature circles are beginning to work.  

Gathering information to share: 

· Post-its

· Golden lines
· Discussion log

Title and author

Reading assignment.

A part that I would like to share with my group

One question I have about the reading

Wonder words: write three words from your reading that you wonder about and want to talk about with your group.

Warning about forms: if you notice that your readers are reading directly from the form instead of using them to prepare, jog their memories, and start real conversations, you may want to abandon that strategy.

How to have an effective discussion:
· Develop guidelines and ground rules for the discussion.  

· Fishbowl

· Videotape

· Poker chips

· Modeling

· Group roles

· Practice and debrief – debriefing should be short and focused.  What worked?  What didn’t?  Now is the time to intro new strategies, possibly revise guidelines.

Mini-lessons (focus lessons) are a powerful strategy to teach literature circle behaviors.
Short and sweet!

Intro

Discussion, demonstration

Practice

Literature circle procedures:
· How to choose a book

· How to start discussion

· How to listen attentively

· How to spice up a lagging discussion

Reading strategies:
· Predicting

· Previewing

· Figuring out new vocabulary

Writing and response strategies:
· Choosing a topic or focus for your journal entry

· Elaborating with details

· Incorporating ideas raised during discussion into written response
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