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 LC’s implementation plans 
◦ And LC’s decisions about copy cataloging for books 
 

 Current policies for records in WorldCat 
 

 PCC recommendations for hybrid bib records 
 

 PCC plans for authority file 
 

 OCLC discussion paper:  
◦ Incorporating RDA practices into WorldCat 



 March 31, 2013 
◦ The date when all catalog records newly created at 

LC will be produced according to RDA 

 

 Training plans 
◦ About 30 catalogers (RDA testers) resumed 

cataloging with RDA in November 

◦ Another 30 will be trained in June 

◦ Supervisors and chiefs trained in July 

◦ August on: about 60 people trained each month 



 LC’s decision is for LC only 

 

 PCC decisions/timing discussed in this 
program 

 

 Every library will need to decide about the 
right timing for transitioning to RDA 



www.loc.gov/aba/rda 







 Presentation by Barbara Tillett at ALA 
Midwinter: 

www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/news_presentation_ala_120
121. html 

 

 Describes when it is appropriate for LC catalogers 
to convert AACR2 records to RDA 

 Differences to check/what to change 



 Do not change full-level master records from 
one set of rules to another 

 

◦ Exception for continuing resources: may change 
from AACR2 to RDA as part of updating a record 

 

 For minimal-level (or less) records: OK to 
change from AACR2 to RDA as part of 
upgrading record to full-level 

 

◦ Do not change back to AACR2 once upgraded to 
RDA 



 

 Catalogers may LOCALLY edit records to 
another set of rules 

 

 If a record created according to AACR2 or 
RDA exists in WorldCat, do NOT create a 
duplicate according to the other code 



 The Program for Cooperative Cataloging 
(PCC) is doing a tremendous amount of work 
to prepare for RDA 
◦ www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/RDA-PCC.html 

 

 For bibliographic records, there is no “PCC 
Day One” 
◦ Each PCC library will transition on its own timetable 

◦ Expectation that the transition will be as 
expeditious as possible 



 In performing maintenance on an existing 
record (serial, multi-part), should a record be 
changed to a different code? 

 

 How much is it desirable/permissible to 
change existing records for other reasons, 
e.g. to add fields 336-338? 

 

 What changes should trigger a change in 
coding the record (e.g. from AACR2 to RDA)? 



www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/RDA-Hybrid-bib-TG.html 

 

 Guidelines for working with RDA and AACR2 
records during the transition period 

 

 Scope: edits to PCC-level records (BIBCO and 
CONSER) 

 

 Includes useful guidance on field-by-field 
differences when working with copy 
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 Do not remove valid AACR2 elements or valid 
RDA elements when enhancing records 

 

 Be nice! Avoid “editing wars” that are merely 
stylistic 

 

 Do no harm!  Retain elements that are 
correct, even if you would not normally 
supply them 



 Monographs 

 Serials 

 Integrating resources 

 

 For each: 
◦ Editing RDA records: for catalogers not yet familiar 

with RDA 
 

◦ Editing non-RDA records: for catalogers not trained 
in AACR2 



 Generally don’t re-catalog AACR2 records to RDA 
◦ But minimal-level records, OK to “re-describe” 

 

 In some cases it may be necessary to re-describe 
(serial records, integrating resources) 

 

 Catalogers should be allowed to add: 
◦ Fields 336, 337, and 338 to AACR2 records without 

removing existing GMDs 

◦ Relationship designators to fields in AACR2 records 



 Acceptable enhancements: 
◦ Can be safely made because practices are similar in 

the two content standards 

 

 Things to avoid changing: 
◦ Identifies specific differences, field by field 

 

 

 



Acceptable enhancements to RDA monograph records 




