    Story Time Puppetry for Ones and Twos:    Story Ideas - Tips
-- Presented at the OLA Conference, April 2, 2009 --

||  Pop-Outs  ||  Follow-Ups  ||  Real Stories  ||  FAQ’s  ||
Pop-Outs:  no books, just pop out the puppets as you do the rhyme
The Cat Went Fiddle-I-Fee


John Langstaff
--- Works best to bring out each animal just once, rather than repeating the whole group as each new one appears
Down on Grandpa’s Farm 


song by Raffi on One Light One Sun
-- When you bring out each animal, can show a portion first to generate guesses, or bring out the whole animal, depending on age level of audience…
I Went to Visit the Zoo Today


traditional
--- “I went to visit the zoo today, I saw a lion across the way, what do you think I heard it say?.....ROAR!”  That’s all there is to it…
Oh a-Hunting We Will Go



John Langstaff

--- First pop out the animal (pig, fish, armadillo…), then pop out the appropriate rhyming prop (wig, dish, pillow…)

Old MacDonald Had a Farm


Jessica Souhami [other versions too]
--- Makes a good introduction to puppetry in the session, since it’s familiar to so many
Over in the Meadow



Paul Galdone [other versions too]
--- Need regular puppet, plus finger puppets to go with it

--- Can “count” up to three or four, rather than ten like in the book

Sitting on the Farm



Bob King  
--- For this age, the “munch, munch, munch!” part involve a chase rather than an actual eating.
Walking on the Farm



traditional 
--- “Walking on the farm, what did I see?  I saw a cow mooing at me…” 

--- In most of the examples above, stuffed animals work almost as well as puppets, since they don’t need to do much more than appear.  

--- Most of these can be adapted to fit what puppets you have and to use the same basic idea with a varied theme:  Use “farm,” “zoo,” “forest,” “ocean,” “pets,” etc.

--- It can be fun to throw in one “wrong” puppet with two year olds:  “and on that farm he had a….monkey?  Do monkeys live on farms?....”

Follow-Ups:  read the book, then use puppets to retell or continue
Brown Bear Brown Bear What Do You See?
  Bill Martin 

--- After the book, you can bring out other animals one at a time, and/or repeat ones from the book.

--- End with “children, children, what do you see?” And hold up each puppet one last time.
A Children’s Zoo




Tana Hoban
--- Choose three or more words to give hints, then pull out the animal

--- Point out the importance of vocabulary building to caregivers 

Do You Want to Be My Friend?


Eric Carle

--- Kids help tell the almost wordless story as you use the book

--- Then your puppet mouse (or it could be another animal) searches for friends.  

--- Show just a part of each animal (tail, ear, leg) and have the kids guess

Hi Pizza Man




Virginia Walter

--- A small pizza box, plus any puppets you want who appear and hold it
I Went Walking




Sue Williams

--- You can be the person walking…look away from the puppet following you until the “I saw a ….following me!” part

--- You could also use a person puppet in one hand, and have each animal follow it

Lunch






Denise Fleming

--- Rather than having puppets appear, this time it’s the puppet (mouse or something else) who pulls food out of bag

--- Show just a part of the food first and have kids guess, as with the book

--- Real food is especially fun, but plastic food works too

Peek a Moo





Marie Torres Cimarusti

--- Partially cover the puppet’s head with your hand and have kids guess before you show

--- Or have puppets (if they have movable hands) cover their own faces 

Row, Row, Row Your Boat



Annie Kubler 
--- After the lion and crocodile used in the book, bring out other animals as puppets

--- Rhymes can be silly:  “…row your boat, row so gently now / if you see a kitty cat, don’t 

forget to meow……row your boat, row and don’t you stop / if you see a bunny rabbit 

don’t forget to hop…”
Seals on the Bus




Lenny Hort

--- Can follow up the book with “I wonder what other animals we might find on the bus…”
--- Or can sing the original “Wheels on the Bus” song first, then show the book, but use puppets instead of reading it
Spots, Feathers, and Curly Tails

Nancy Tafuri

--- Can use any animals, following the pattern of showing one portion so kids can guess

--- If you have a group of puppets from the same environment (forest, ocean…), it’s fun to show each and conclude with the same question from the book:  “and where do they all live…?”

Zoo-Looking




Mem Fox

--- To replicate the rhythm and rhyme of the book, you’ll need to think up some “ack” rhymes to match half of the puppets you use:  “she looked at the mouse with its nose so black”  

--- The other half you can alternate with the “looked back” refrain:  “she looked at the frog and the frog looked back”  

--- You can do “Follow-Ups” immediately after reading the book, or later in the storytime, or even the following week if you have a fairly regular audience
Real Stories:  more complicated puppetry, but still good for 1s & 2s
Ask Mr. Bear




Marjorie Flack

--- Minimum requirements:  bear, farm animals, “gift” props

--- You can be Danny, meeting each animal…don’t need a Danny puppet
--- Use props for each gift, either real or plastic

--- Don’t have to include all animals from the book

--- You can be mother at the end as she asks Danny about the gifts

--- Finish with Danny giving the bear a “big bear hug” (even though it’s his mother he really hugs)

The Big Fat Worm




Nancy Van Laan

--- Minimum requirements:  bird, cat, dog
--- I just use my finger for the worm
--- The rhythm and rhyme is important, so I usually have the ending bit written on a 3 x 5 card so I get it right

Happy Birthday Moon



Frank Asch

--- Minimum requirements:  bear, hat, moon
--- Can explain what an “echo” is before and have them practice

--- Your raised arm can be the “tree” that the hat blows up to

--- A Styrofoam ball on your finger makes an especially good moon

--- May want to explain what’s going on at some parts:  “and the moon rose slowly in the sky until it looked as if it was right underneath the hat in the tree…”

Jump, Frog, Jump!



Robert Kalan

--- Minimum requirements:  frog, fly, two other animals from book, basket (or net or blanket)

--- Have kids do the “jump frog jump” refrain and don’t jump the frog until they say it

--- Book has turtle eat snake who eats fish, but it works with any two of those

--- Storyteller plays role of “kids” and the one “kid” who sets the frog free

Mr. Gumpy’s Outing



John Burningham

--- Minimum requirements:  Man, child, four farm animals, raft

--- Don’t need all of the animals from the book

--- Can use a box lid or flat piece of anything for the boat

--- Once in the boat, puppets may flop awkwardly instead of standing up but that’s fine…kids will be looking at Gumpy and the next puppet by then

--- Tossing everyone from the raft is a fun surprise

Meow!





Katya Arnold

--- Minimum requirements:  Dog, cat, bee, two other animals
--- The story revolves around Kitten saying “meow,” than hiding just as Puppy turns to look

--- You can do that hiding bit as many times as you want throughout the story

--- Just describe the pond when Puppy jumps into it…don’t need a pond prop 
Runaway Bunny




Margaret Wise Brown

--- Minimum requirements:  Rabbit, props to match the story
--- This requires more elaborate prop preparation, but some can be simplified.  “trapeze,” for example, can just be bunny hanging onto storyteller’s finger

--- Once you have the props, the story tells easily

--- Can use one rabbit for Little Bunny and storyteller for Mother, or two separate rabbits.

Squeak-a-Lot




Martin Waddell

--- Minimum requirements:  Two mice, cat, two or three other animals
--- Mouse can meet any animals, not necessary to match the book (except for cat)

--- Have mouse and partner kind of dance in a similar pattern of motion for each game of “buzz a lot,” “woof a lot...”

--- Mouse meets just one other mice at the end, instead of a group of mice

Three Little Kittens



Paul Galdone [other versions too]
--- Minimum requirements:  Cat, three kittens (finger puppets), three pairs of mittens, rat

--- Can have felt mittens on a flannel board at first, which get removed and return through the rhyme

--- Plus a set of “soiled” mittens.  Can use clean mittens on one side, soiled on the other and just flip them
--- Can use a “pie” prop, but also works if pie is just mentioned

--- End is a bit tricky:  Mother “smells a rat close by” she exits and storyteller switches her for a rat without kids seeing (in bag).  Then kittens smell the rat and he pops out and chases them away
--- For a simple version that works well with ones, just use cat puppet and three kitten finger puppets and tell the rhyme, without mittens, pie or rat
FAQ’s
How do I keep the kids from grabbing puppets?

A sturdy bag, with zipper and handles, works well.  You need something that can be easily moved to lap, table, or floor, and something that can be opened and closed easily.  Stiff sides can make it easier to locate puppets or props, so pillow case or floppy bags can be tricky.
What if I don’t have all of the puppets to match the story?
Substitute puppets as needed.  Many stories can be adapted by substituting or eliminating puppets to match what you have on hand.  Also, cutting a character or two can make a longer story more workable for ones and twos.
What information about puppet stories should I share with caregivers?
Note where your puppet stories develop specific early literacy skills and share with caregivers.  Narrative Skills and Vocabulary have especially strong potential with puppetry.  Also let them know that they don’t have to be puppetry experts, just willing to play with storytelling a bit. 

Should I let kids touch the puppets?
You may want to use one puppet to greet the kids as they arrive and/or after the story time is finished.  It can be helpful to give them a cue for what to do (“shake his hand” or “pat her head”).  This will help keep the line moving.  Getting close to the puppet can be a highlight for many kids, but if they also want to try it themselves, let them know that the puppets will have stay on the storyteller’s hand.  If your library has a circulating collection of puppets, make sure attendees know about it.  

What if I make mistakes?
Don’t worry about being slick or perfect.  While you tell, you’re also modeling book extensions and creative play to caregivers, so your telling should seem easily replicable, rather than flawless.
Do I have to practice a lot?
You should rehearse the story before telling.  Focus on any key movements, trading puppets on and off hands, and where you put the puppets when they’re off.

What kinds of puppets should I have?
If you or your library is building a puppet collection, consider starting with animals that show up in picture books a lot (mouse, bear, dog, cat…) and basic collections of animal groups (farm, zoo, forest…)

Contact:   Steven Engelfried,  Multnomah County Library

     stevene@multcolib.org;  503-988-5206


