Suggestions for Theme Book Groups

4-6 is a good number for a short term book group. Below are suggestions for themes and titles.

Adventure Non-Fiction 

Undaunted Courage by Stephen Ambrose

My Old Man and the Sea by David Hays

The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger 

Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea by Gary Kinder 

Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

Lost Moon by Jim Lovell

African American Authors
1959 by Thulani Davis 

Invisible Life by E. Lynn Harris

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

Scorpions by Walter Dean Myers

Imani, All Mine by Connie Porter

Push by Sapphire

Best of Oprah

Open House by Elizabeth Berg

What Looks Like Crazy on an Ordinary Day by Pearl Cleage 

White Oleander by Jane Fitch

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines 

Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts 

Back Roads by Tawni O’Dell

Cane River by Lalita Tademy
Classics

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton

Native Son by Richard Wright

Common Folk

Ava’s Man by Rick Bragg

Honky by Dalton Conley

The Color of Water by James McBride

The Prizewinner of Defiance, Ohio by Terry Ryan

The Jew Store by Stella Suberman

The Gazette Girls of Grundy County by Gwen Thogmartin
High School Revisited  

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier 

I Never Promised You a Rose Garden by Joanne Greenberg

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

The Pigman by Paul Zindel
Hispanic Authors

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez

Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya

The Perez Family by Christine Bell
Caramello  by Sandra Cisneros

The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love by Oscar Hijuelos

Spidertown by Abraham Rodriguez, Jr.

Historical Reading

Sally Hemmings by Barbara Chase-Riboud

Pope Joan by Donna Woolfolk Cross

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant

One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus

The Cowboy and the Cossack by Clair Huffaker
Living in America

The Greatest Generation by Tom Brokaw

Rosie’s Place: Offering Women Shelter and Hope by Andrea Cleghorn

Nickel & Dimed: On Not Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich

Amazing Grace by Jonathan Kozol

Almost Americans: A Quest for Dignity by Patricia McReynolds
Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser
Native American Authors

Reservation Blues by Sherman Alexie

Creek Mary’s Blood by Dee Brown 

Daughters of Copper Woman by Anne Cameron

A Yellow Raft in Blue Water by Michael Dorris 

Tracks by Louise Erdrich

Mysteries for Discussion

Midwives by Chris Bohjalian

Girls by Frederick Busch

Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett

Social Crimes by Jane Stanton Hitchcock

Mystic River by Dennis Lehane

Final Judgment by Richard North Patterson
Northern Writers

The Sweet Hereafter by Russell Banks

The Beans of Egypt, Maine by Carolyn Chute

Practical Magic by Alice Hoffman 

That Night by Alice McDermott 

We Were the Mulvaneys by Joyce Carol Oates

Home Fires by Luanne Rice

100 Best Books of the 20th Century

The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammet 

On the Road by Jack Kerouac

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullers

The Naked and the Dead by Norman Mailer

1984 by George Orwell

Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys
Read It and Eat

A Cook's Tour: In Search of the Perfect Meal by Anthony Bourdain

Secrets of the Tsil Café by Thomas Fox Averill

Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel

Comfort Me With Apples by Ruth Reichl

Velma Still Cooks in Leeway by Vinita Hampton Wright
Southern Writers

Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns

Prince of Tides by Pat Conroy

Paris Trout by Peter Dexter

Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café by Fannie Flagg

Bingo Queens of Paradise by June Park

Miss Julia Speaks her Mind by Ann B. Ross

Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells

Teens Read

Whirligig by Paul Fleischman

My Posse Don’t Do Homework by LouAnne Johnson

Holes by Louis Sachar

Inside Out by Terry Trueman
Hard Love by Ellen Witlinger

Travelogues
In a Sunburned Country by Bill Bryson
Super Casino: Inside the “New” Las Vegas by Pete Earley

Under the Tuscan Sun by Frances Mayes

Miles from Nowhere by Barbara Savage

Without Reservations: Travels of an Independent Woman by Alice Steinbach

Uncommom Lives

Brothel: Mustang Ranch and Its Women by Alexa Albert

Amazing Gracie by Dan Dye

Personal History by Katherine Graham

Autobiography of a Face by Lucy Grealy

Seabiscuit: Am American Legend by Laura Hillenbrand

Nobody Nowhere by Donna Williams

Voices from Other Lands

Plain and Simple: a Woman's Journey to the Amish by Sue Bender

Land of a Thousand Hills by Rosamond Halsey Carr

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight by Alexandra Fuller

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden

Ten Thousand Sorrows by Elizabeth Kim

Westerns

The Last Cattle Drive by Robert Day 

St. Agnes’ Stand by Tom Eidson 

Riders of the Purple Sage by Zane Grey

All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 

Buffalo Girls by Larry McMurtry 

Shane by Jack Schafer

Wide World of Sports

Inside Edge by Christine Brennan

Friday Night Lights by H.G. Bissinger

Hardball: A Season In The Projects by Daniel Coyle

Hoop Dreams by Ben Joravsky
We’ve Got Spirit by James T. McElroy
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