Evaluating informational books for young adults
YALSA Award for Excellence in Non-fiction for Young Adults
The YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction honors the best nonfiction book published for young adults (ages 12-18) during a Nov. 1 – Oct. 31 publishing year.
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/nonfiction
“The title must include excellent writing, research, presentation and readability for young adults.”
Excellent writing
*clear & concise; clear delineation of fact
*correct technical language used
*Content appropriate for age level
*Writing style appropriate for subject and intended age

Moonbird: A year on the wind with the great survivor B95 by Phillip Hoose
Research
*Solid research and most current information
*Primary resources consulted
*Material has been fact checked
*Sources are cited
*Contains back matter including index, source notes, bibliography, further reading/viewing appropriate to audience

Titanic: Voices from the disaster by Deborah Hopkinson
We've got a job: The 1963 Birmingham Children's March by Cynthia Levinson
Presentation
*Book is arranged in a logical fashion so narrative is easy to follow
*Chosen style of illustration (photographs, drawings, graphic features etc.) appropriate to subject.
*Illustrations placed appropriately within the text
*Artwork is informative and appealing; conveys ideas better than text and/or adds to text
*Captions add to rather than repeat text
*Drawings done to correct scale

Steve Jobs: The man who thought different by Karen Blumenthal


Readability
*Riveting narrative
*Plot and character development
*Sensitive to bias
*Multiple perspectives when appropriate
*Supportive ancillary material (cast of characters, timeline, introductory note etc.)
Bomb: the race to build and steal the world's most dangerous weapon by Steve Sheinkin.
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