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The Impetus  

Growth of self-publishing 

Internal initiative to “partner with 
patrons to explore and create” 
 



Growth of Self-Publishing 

1. http://blog.smashwords.com/2015/12/smashwords-year-in-review-2015-and.html 

2. http://authorearnings.com/report/february-2016-author-earnings-report/ 
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Partner with Patrons 



Adding Value 

Photo: Missnostalgic.wordpress.com 



How can we do this? 



Parameters 

Adult fiction 

No poetry, no non-fiction 

Local = MCL Card 

4 month submission window 

Complementary program series 



The Rollout 





“I’m buzzing... 
...I have never been in a group that generated 

such amazing writing after such a short 
time. I’ve been leading groups since time 

began, and this group blew me away. Their 
stories were extraordinary in their craft.” 





The Review Process 
“This happened back when magic was useful.” 
 “I’ve met a lot of other 

time travelers in the 
field.” 
 

“The scent of burned 
marshmallows rose 
in the night air.” “Cilla can’t seem to 

shake the nightmare.” 
 “Selena leaned her head 

against the train window, 
willing the vibrations 
racking her body to still.” 
 

“When Jake arrived in the 
meadow, the dance had begun.” 
 

“I think, I have, spent most of my life being someone 
else.” 
 



How’d it go? 
By the numbers: 

140 entries 

28 staff reviewers 

9 programs attended by 162 people 

38 titles selected 

9 to be featured 

http://multco.lib.overdrive.com/E35B4BE8-4D85-4052-AE50-36879F9FFDB4/10/50/en/CuratedCollection1.htm
http://multco.lib.overdrive.com/E35B4BE8-4D85-4052-AE50-36879F9FFDB4/10/50/en/CuratedCollection1.htm


The Authors Said... 

“I am thrilled and sincerely honored 

to be recognized by librarians.” 

“Thank you for this opportunity. It 

was just the catalyst I needed to 

bring the novel to its culmination.” 

“I’m over the moon! Woohoo! :)” 



Learning as we go 

Newsletter, website and 
social media channels 

Reaching Readers 





Next Steps 
Round Two coming this fall 

Inviting teen and children’s fiction 

Author event 

 



What we’d do differently 



How can you do this? 

Staff Time (and spreadsheets!) 

Submission notification 

Promotion 

 



Thanks for listening! 
 

 

kadyf@multco.us 

alisonk@multco.us 

 


