LOCAL MAPS

FROM RECREATION TO REAL ESTATE,
GENEALOGY TO GENERAL INTEREST

County, city, district and real property maps
for research and for exploration

Liz Paulus, Cedar Mill Community Libraries
Oregon Reference Summit, Corvallis, 2018
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Do you ever get a question like...

-How old iIs my house?

-What was on that lot behind the
school?

-I’'m buying some property and want
to know what road construction Is
planned in my area?



L
County and City Map GIS:
Key to Local Geography

Many counties and
cities now have
Interactive map
apps that
Incorporate more
than just streets and
tax lots



L
County and City Map GIS:
Key to Local Geography & Services

Many counties and

cities now have Public libraries already
Interactive map . . ,
apps that use it to verify patron’s
Incorporate more service area for library
than just streets and

tax lots cards

Check your address to find
out what it says about you
and your neighborhood....



L
County and City Map GIS:
Key to Local Geography & Services

Assessor’s data is public data, and GIS makes it easy to
see. PortlandMaps.com is one of the most robust in the

State, and Varled |n |tS COntent A 1637 SE ELLIOTT AVE AN . I -
random address has lots to PORTLAND. oReTEE
use here... besides ownership, PROPERTY
. . . Year Built 1925
last purchase price, historical Deseription SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
tax data, you can also find: s e
. . . Neighborhood HOSFORD-ABERMETHY MEIGHBORHOCD
+ Crime statistics o
. Sewer m aps Zoning RE - Residential 5,000 ~
Elevation 20 ft (approximate)
- Historical permits (scanned from oweswes oo,
originals) e —
988-3326 or dartcs@multco.us
- Survey plats, and more. s




Property
Atlases:

Sanborn,
Metsker,

and

Others
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What are they? FIND:

Usually created by Building c_)utllnes
commercial entities for OwnerShlp

Insurance or real estate Survey lines
purposes. They can show a Physical geography
number of features, Railways

iIncluding but not limited to

- For the state of Oregon
two primary publishers of
note are Sanborn Fire
Insurance Atlases and
Metsker Maps and
Atlases

building composition
Type of businesses
And much more...


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sanborn: (description per SCARC - OSU Special Collections]
Many states (not Oregon) have some Sanborn maps content available online from the Library of Congress - https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/. A number of research libraries in Oregon have physical atlases in their collections, and some have access to the Digital Sanborn database, provided by ProQuest. ProQuest and native microfilm copies are in black and white; the originals used color for some features.  Some images have also byDigital access can be very useful; if more detailed work or specific dates needed, most physical copies held in Oregon are in special collections or research libraries which require appointment or advance requests to view materials usually hosted offsite.
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of Oregon are an extensive collection of detailed maps of 178 towns and cities in Oregon prepared for the primary use of insurance companies. The bulk of the maps were prepared in the 1880s through 1920s. The mapsdepict both business and residential areas and provide detailed information about the location and type of construction of structures. Most of the maps are at a scale of 1 inch = 50 feet. The collection includes maps of Portland, Astoria, Bend, Corvallis, Eugene, Medford, and Salem as well as numerous smaller towns and villages. Of special note are maps of the 1905 Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition grounds in Portland. All types of structures are represented, including homes, apartments, and boarding houses; churches; schools, courthouses, community halls, parks, playgrounds, and other public facilities; warehouses, factories, mills, dryers, canneries, and creameries; retail stores, banks, and other businesses; and garages, barns, and sheds. The mapsprovide detailed information about lumber and saw mills and log ponds. Information about streets and railroads as well as the water system and fire department for each municipality are provided on the maps. The Sanborn Maps indicate the type of construction of each structure, whether it is wood, brick, stone, or a combination; the size of the structure and number of floors; and the heating source. This collection includes original color maps; b/w microfiche of maps; and a booklet summarizing the history and development of the Sanborn Map and a color key to the map symbols.
To learn more about Sanborn maps, see 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/  - including maps keys and legend descriptions
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/sanborn_union_list
Portland area inventory by City of Portland Archives: https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/146947



The Sanborn Fire S
Insurance Maps of Oregon o=
are an extensive collection zZIHED SE
of detailed maps of 178
towns and cities in Oregon &
prepared for the primary use _Z=
of insurance companies.
The bulk of the maps were
prepared in the 1880s
through 1920s. The maps
depict both business and = F Bl ]
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Where to find
them?

Many states (not Oregon)
have some Sanborn atlases at
the Library of Congress.
Research libraries in Oregon
have physical atlases, and
some have access to the
Digital Sanborn database by
ProQuest. The latter is based
on the black and white

: . To learn more about Sanborn maps, see
mICI‘Ofllm, even though the https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-
originals are rich in color this-collection/ - including maps keys and legend
elements. Historic Map Works descriptions

has some sheets digitized as yp./mww.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/sanborn union list
well. Portland area inventory by City of Portland Archives:
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/146947



https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/sanborn_union_list
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/sanborn_union_list
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/146947
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/146947
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/146947
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Metsker Atlases

For over a century, the
Metsker family produced

FOR SALE BY

approximately 300 county B .

1020 THIRD AVE. SEATTLE. WASHINGTON

atlases and 400 county wall
maps of Washington State,
Oregon, ldaho, and
Northern California until
they closed the business In
the early 2000s. They
provide a singular window
into the 20" century built
environment in the Pacific
Northwest.
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How to use them?

Each atlas has an index

page showing areas in a

grid keyed to page

numbers in the atlas. Other |

‘

information that is helpful to |

have is the Township and
Range of the location or
street name you are
Interested in.

Atlases were produced In
series (every few years) so
that you can compare
locations over time.




L
Compare these two iImages

Very few names stay the same; but some things do — road alignments
are surprisingly resilient in the face of change as seen in this section
of Washington County.
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Where to find
them?

In print:

U of O and Oregon State have
significant collections, as well as
Multnomah County, Oregon
Historical Society, and historical
societies and public libraries around
the state may have locally-relevant

volumes in their collections.

Online: Historic Map Works
purchased the assets of Metsker
Maps in 2010, and has digitized
many relevant volumes. Research-
grade copies of maps can be viewed
and ordered in print from their site at
http://www.historicamapworks.com
(this site may not be visible to those
in a .edu domain).



http://www.historicamapworks.com/

Recreation
and Culture



L
Explore your City and County GIS

and Maps Links

Who knew you could find...

Heritage
Trees, “lost
streams”
maps, and
beach trall
guides?

https://corvallisoregon.maps.arc
gis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.
html https://www.co.clatsop.or.us/parks/page/nw-coast-trail-map-guide



https://corvallisoregon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html
https://corvallisoregon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html
https://corvallisoregon.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html

Other sources

Sometimes the most useful local maps are
made by businesses or nonprofits: Look
around and see what your community has to
offer!

- Chamber of Commerce
- Business and Tourist Associations
- Parks & Recreation Districts



Tualatin River Water
Trail Map
(collaboration
between nonprofit
riverkeeper
organization and
Visitors Association)

Estimated Canoe Paddling Times

Rood Bridge Park to Farmingtan - 2 hours
Rood Bridge Park to Eagle Landing - 4.5 houg
Eagle Landing to Scholls Bridge - 1.5 hours

Tualatin River
Water Trail
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maps are as local or as global as you want to be, whether in print or online.
Enjoy exploring, and sharing with your patrons what you learned today, and we’ll take your questions!

Thanks for your time. 


D
Thanks!

- Maps are as local or as global as you want to be, whether
In print or online.

- Enjoy exploring, and sharing with your patrons what you
learned today, and we’ll take your questions!

- Thanks for your time today and enjoy the conference!
Kathy Stroud, University Of Oregon

Jey Wann, State of Oregon Library
Liz Paulus Cedar Mill Community Libraries



Sample Reference Question

Show me an example of how boundary lines change over time.

By 1967 county line has
moved east of Kiger Island and
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EXAMPLE OF
SANBORN FIRE
INSURANCE ATLAS

Portland, Oregon 1889
corrected to 1897

Held by the Oregon Historical Society, Portland, Oregon
Photography by Liz Paulus






Presenter
Presentation Notes
To show you what a Sanborn Fire Insurance atlas looks like, before it was microfilmed into monochromatic black and white, let’s see a classic example from Portland from the 1890s. Volume 1 of the Portland set covers what we call downtown. The base maps are dated 1889, and the blocks are colored differently to make it easier to pick them out of the design. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each atlas has a Key and earlier examples have a Correction block on the Index / Title page. Part of the subscription for these volumes were periodic updates, applied on-site by a Sanborn employee, pasting in new pages and updating existing ones. 
You can see from the correction block that the last time it was updated was in December 1895.

Most existing atlases, are then more an amalgam than just one map. Let’s look at two spreads and their details.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shows the center of Portland State University’s campus on the South Park Blocks, you can see the Park Blocks running top to bottom on the right hand page. The large pink building to the top left is the Portland Academy. Pink for brick constructions. Let’s look closer at another block bounded by Park, Tenth, and Jackson.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can see that the SW corner at Tenth has been updated sometime in the last few years with white pasteover…
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we look closely, we can see that earlier (but perhaps not as early as 1889) there were a set of hot houses on that site, which is now vacant. Other note: “D” domicile (house). “Old – vac.” (Old, vacant”). The D buildings here, some show porches or awnings over doorways.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another spread from the Portland 1889 atlas, showing the center of what we call the Transit Mall today. 5th and 6th run from left to right (South to North). The blue building in the top right is the US Customs house and Post Office (today we call it Pioneer Courthouse). The block to the west (top) of the page is full of a big brick (pink) building which was the Portland Hotel, which stood from 1890 until demolished for a parking garage in 1951. We will focus on a different block, in the bottom center of the spread. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This shows a single block with several separate buildings sharing the space, and one business taking space in two at once. Lipman’s was a long-lived local department store concern, which is pictured here taking space in both the Belvedere and (sic) De Kum buildings across the block. The De Kum (now known as the Dekum) has a special façade (blue for stone) with brick interior. The text in the large box about Lipman Wolfe notes various salient features that affect fire safety, including “heat from De Kum building, construction man at work all night in store cleaning up.” Apparently having staff on site was worth noting . You’ll also see business notes in the top right of the block like “Candy Mfc. Underneath Sidewalk”. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our last spread gives us a sample look of what different layers look like. The fact that they were all fastened down with glue securely makes it hard to reconstruct the intervening layers without destroying part of the data. Many firms if they had the money would maintain several copies to have a historical record (snapshot) for special properties. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a sample of what lies beneath.
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