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Get a book suggestion

Read a Library Writers 
Project book by an author 
in our community

Find a map of your 

birthplace in the library’s 
collection

Visit The Title Wave Used 
Bookstore



Strengthen the library’s position as an advocate for reading

Allow every member of a family to participate

Promote library programs and services

Goals of Adult Summer Reading



1 “My Librarians” 
kick into action

They prepare book 
lists, create displays, 

promote the program

2 It’s a whole library 
experience

Fiction, non-fiction, 
library programs.  

We Speak Your 
Language: Spanish

3 Outreach and 
promotion

Facebook, Twitter 
campaigns 

Pride parade, city 
events

Reference Services



At the end of 
summer, patrons  
turn their card 
back in to the 
library



Stealth User Data
477 patrons asked staff 
for a book suggestion

62 patrons read a Library 
Writer’s Project ebook

616 read a book by a new 
author

491 watched a movie on 
Hoopla or DVD



Output Measures

I felt encouraged to read

I learned something to share with my 
friends, family or children

I am more aware of library resources 
and services



What the Data Tells Us

Patrons “agreed”  and 
“strongly agreed” that 
the reading program is 
meeting our objectives

This is powerful 
information to show to a 
program sponsor



Patron Comments

What did you like most about 
Read4Life bingo?

What could the library do to improve 
Read4Life bingo?



3  things we learned

1 Who doesn’t like to 
read with a child? 

Number #1 activity 

completed 

2 We increased 
awareness

Library resources were 

showcased

3 Patrons like fun 
and variety

Most common  

comments were “Good” 
and “Fun”



So, What Can a Bingo Game Tell Us 
About Reference Services?

Can keep us informed about trends

Better understanding of our patrons

Tells us whether our patrons like services



Contact 
Information

Nancy Peate, Librarian
Multnomah County Library

nancyp@multco.us

Thanks for listening!


