2008 Catch the Reading Bug Crafts
CD Frog
Cut pieces out of colored paper.  Glue large circle onto recycled CD, then glue on remaining face pieces.  Add a tongue depressor to the back for a handle and a “sticky bug” to the mouth.

   
Template available on DLTK’s Crafts for Kids  website: 
http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mcircle_frog.htm
Butterfly Flyer Craft
Use a toilet paper roll to make this butterfly’s body and yarn to let the butterfly “fly” between two children.  Template and instructions available on DLTK’s Crafts for Kids  website:
http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/insects/butterfly_flier.htm 

Note: This craft can also be made using a piece of drinking straw for the butterfly body instead of a toilet paper roll and smaller butterfly body with wings for the children to decorate.  These small butterflies can be raced using long pieces of fishing line threaded through the straws and tied or held up at an angle.  Count to three, have children let go of their butterflies, and see which one gets to the bottom first!
Handprint Butterfly

Trace and cut out the body and head of the butterfly.  Help child trace and cut out six handprints, either onto colored paper or white paper that can be colored before handprint is cut out.  Glue the head and handprints to the back of the butterfly body.   Glue on or tape eyes to the head and a pipe cleaner bent into a “V” shape to the back of the head.  

Template and instructions available on EnchantedLearning.com website:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/handprint/butterfly/
Ladybug Costume

Transform a large paper grocery bag into a ladybug costume, add a pipe cleaner and pompom Antennae, and your library garden will be filled with beautiful ladybugs!
Instructions available on EnchantedLearning.com website:

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/costumes/ladybug/ 

Squished Bug Swatter

Instructions and template available from MakingFriends.com website:
http://familycrafts.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?zi=1/XJ/Ya&sdn=familycrafts&cdn=parenting&tm=15&gps=68_8_996_577&f=00&su=p284.8.150.ip_&tt=14&bt=1&bts=1&zu=http%3A//www.makingfriends.com/squished.htm 
Accordion Folded Caterpillar
Cut one 2-3’ strip of paper approximately ¾” wide out of two different colors.

Tape the two strips together into the shape of an ‘L’.

Fold bottom strip over the top strip, then repeat until whole caterpillar body is formed.

Decorate the face with markers or googly eyes and add a set of paper antennae that have been curled around a pencil.
Glass Stone Magnets
Purchase clear, flat-backed glass stones from craft store.  Children will probably want to make several.  Cut out pictures from magazines, publisher’s catalogs, or let children draw mini-pictures themselves.  The pictures will need to be small enough to trace around to fit on the flat side of the stone.  Put a thin layer of rubber cement on the flat back of the stone and attach the picture.

Cut a small piece of magnet and stick it on the back of the picture.

Butterfly Wand

Cut out a butterfly shape from any paper.  Let children decorate both sides of the shape with stickers, markers, glitter, sequins – whatever supplies you have.  Cut two slits about ½” apart through the center of the body (each slit goes from one wing to other wing, perpendicular to the body itself).  Slide a drinking straw through the slits and tape it down on the back.
Pom-pom Caterpillar

Cut a ½” x 10” long strip from a soft foam sheet.  Glue a pipe cleaner to one side of the strip.

Glue pom-poms to the opposite side of the strip, being sure to push them close together as you glue them down.  Add a pair of googly eyes to first pom-pom.  Bend the pipe cleaner to form the shape of the caterpillar.

Stained Glass Butterfly

Use two squares of clear contact paper and miscellaneous tissue paper.  (Smaller sizes work best, as they are less likely to roll up around the edges).  Take the back off one sheet of contact paper and lay it on the table, sticky-side up.  Children tear bits of tissue paper and put them on the contact paper.  When done, peel the backing from the second square of contact paper and lay it over the top to sandwich the tissue paper between the two sheets of contact paper.  Next, kids cut a butterfly shape out of the contact paper, either by first tracing a template of a butterfly that you provide or by designing their own shapes.  Finally, fold one pipe cleaner in half over the butterfly body and twist it at the top to make the antennae.  
Itsy Bitsy Spider

Cut out a single egg carton cup.  Glue 4 little pieces of yarn to each side of the egg carton cup to make spider legs and add a face.  Punch a hole in the top of the cup.  Thread yard or fishing line through the hole and knot it on the inside of the cup so that it won’t slip out.  If using fishing line, tie the line onto a small paper clip that will prevent the line from pulling out of the cup.  The paper clip will be hidden inside the cup.  Using stiff paper or card stock, make a tube that is larger around than the egg carton cup and tape or staple it.  Punch a hole through the tube near one end. String the yarn or fishing line through the tube and out the hole.  Child will be able to make the spider go “up the water spout” as you sing the song.  Note: a paper towel tube may be used for the spout but won’t be large enough for spider to disappear inside of it.
Bug Catcher – Directions found on FamilyFun.com website:
http://jas.familyfun.go.com/arts-and-crafts?page=CraftDisplay&craftid=10796 

Cricket or Butterfly Mask – Directions found on PBS website:

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/alienempire/multimedia/maskindex.html 

