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BookShare is an outreach program that brings children’s picture books to young children in child care through their child care providers, and trains and inspires caregivers to share books and language activities in a developmentally appropriate, enthusiastic, and enjoyable way. Storytimes are presented by trained volunteers; the rotating book collections are delivered by volunteers; volunteers also help maintain rotating collections through check-in, cleaning, and triage for mending.
Research shows that being read to from an early age is the single most important factor in helping children get ready to become readers.  Reading to babies, toddlers, and preschoolers helps them to develop the early literacy foundation skills that will support them as they become readers in the future.

Since 1996, it has been BookShare’s mission to help set the foundation of reading and a love of books in young children; to provide their caregivers with reading resources and early literacy training; to encourage parents to read to their young children.  Since a large number of children under school age have working parents, and spend their weekdays in child care, services must be provided in child care settings to reach these children. By removing barriers and providing training, we support child care providers in reading to young children: delivering books and training to providers removes logistical and transportation barriers; providing books free from fines or fees removes financial obstacles which deter many providers from using library materials. Children from a variety of economic and sociological backgrounds receive care at these sites.
Many of our child care sites serve low income families.

By involving all of the important adults in the young child’s reading life, early literacy skills develop, love of books grows, and the child’s motivation to learn to read blossoms.  The BookShare Program consists of different program parts in order to engage child, parent, and caregiver in the booksharing process.

PART 1: CHILDREN’S BOOK COLLECTIONS

BookShare Children’s Outreach boxes bring a diverse collection of high quality children’s picture books and board books to babies, toddlers, and preschoolers in 
child care centers, family child care homes, and local Head Start programs. 
Each box contains 50 children’s books which rotate monthly. Boxes containing 20 board books are delivered to settings that care for only infants and toddlers.  Each box also contains a book directed at care providers; topics include rhyme and song books, child development, curriculum, early literacy, toilet training. Some boxes include CDs.
Providers who also care for school aged children may receive a box of school age books, though they are not our targeted population.

GOALS/OBJECTIVES:

· to make high quality, age-appropriate, fiction and non-fiction, picture books available to young children on a daily basis

· to increase young children’s exposure to and interest in books

· to effect children’s early literacy development, and competency with books, so that they enter school “ready to learn” 
          -    to remove obstacles that prevent child care providers from reading to children

· to reach children, child care providers, and parents who do not already use the library
PART 2:  BOOKSHARE STORYTIMES

The BookShare program brings storytimes to children in family child care homes and Head Start programs.  Once a month for one year a trained volunteer visits their child care sites and presents storytime, giving children the opportunity to have an enriched book experience,  modeling for caregivers and inspiring them to continue sharing books in a similar manner, and sharing specific early literacy information with providers. 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES:

· to model reading aloud to young children, for their caregivers
· to share stories, rhymes, songs, and early literacy activities with children

· to share early literacy information with caregivers verbally, and through
written storytime outlines

· to serve children and caregivers who do not use the library

PART 3:   BOOKPACKS
Through BookPacks parents are encouraged to read to their babies, toddlers, and preschoolers at home.  Once a month, a backpack containing three age-appropriate books is sent home from the child care provider for parents to share with their child.

GOALS/OBJECTIVES:
· to provide age appropriate books for parents to share at home

· to encourage parents to read to their child regularly

· to share early literacy information (handouts)

· to increase awareness of the library as a resource
PART 4: SUMMER READING THROUGH CARE PROVIDERS & PARENTS

Summer Reading information packets, reading records, and incentives, are sent to child care providers and to parents, encouraging them to read to young children, and school age children, over the summer. Each child and every provider receives a free book.
GOALS/OBJECTIVES:


-   to encourage parents and child care providers to read with their children over   

               the summer

· to reach school age children who are in childcare over the summer

· to provide information and incentives that encourage summer reading

PART 5:  EARLY LITERACY WORKSHOPS & PARENT PRESENTATIONS
Trained Youth Services Librarians present early literacy workshops for parents and child care providers, using a national, research-based model, Every Child Ready to Read. Child care providers receive a certificate for training hours attended, which is accepted by the State of Oregon’s Child Care Division. Librarians share information in the community to parents at Head Start classrooms, day care centers, and other groups.

GOALS/OBJECTIVES: 
· to present child care providers with information, books, and activities which they can imbed throughout their day to help children develop early literacy foundation skills

· to offer early literacy training to all providers free of charge, which also meets their state training requirements
· to provide parents with information, books, and activities that they can use to  

      help their children develop the early literacy foundation skills they need in  

      order to become readers later on
· to have each child regularly experience, in child care and at home, book and language activities that will help him/her enter school “ready to read” and “ready to learn”

· to highlight the library as a resource for child care providers and parents
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