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Enhanced Storytimes

Writing activities

Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett   

This book details the journey of a meerkat malcontent, who is in search of a more comfortable habitat. As he travels, he sends postcards back to his family, postcards which are actually pasted into the book. I read this with my preschoolers, and we talked about postcards. Then I handed out stiff paper cut into postcard size and asked them all to make a postcard of their own, and send/bring it back to me that next week. I said to the parents, "giving your kids opportunities to practice writing (or scribbling) is great for their letter awareness and their manual dexterity."

Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel (the chapter entitled “A List”)
Before storytime, I copied Toad’s list onto my whiteboard and turned it to the wall.  I told the kids we were going to read a chapter from a big kid’s book.  When we got to the page with Toad’s list, I turned the whiteboard around and we followed along on Toad’s list, crossing things off as we went along in the story.  Afterwards, we talked about what was left on the list, reading them off the board.  Then I got out homemade clipboards (cardboard with a binder clip at the top) and we all made “lists”.  I said to the parents, “next time you make a shopping list, ask your child to make their own list too.  Scribbling is good practice for writing!”
Go to Bed, Monster!  By Natasha Wing

Before storytime, I asked a mom for help with this one.  As I read the book, I asked the mom to write on the whiteboard each of the emphasized words the monster says.    Afterwards, we gave the mom a big round of applause and read over the words.  Then I said, “drawing attention to written words is print awareness – a foundational early literacy skill.”
Nobody Notices Minerva by Wednesday Kirwan  
Minerva the puppy is frustrated by the lack of attention paid her by her parents.  There are a bunch of good opportunities for print awareness in this one: on one page, the print is upside down (as Minerva lays on the couch upside down) and making a big show out of turning the book upside down to read was fun and instructive.  On another page, a bored Minerva draws the letter "M" on a door in chalk, and we all took the opportunity to draw the letter in the air with our imaginary chalk.  After we read it, we got out paper and chalk and drew letters of our own.  

Other Stuff
Old MacDonald Had a Box

Old MacDonald Had a Box EIEIO

And in that box, he had some mustard EIEIO

With a /m/ /m/ here,

And a /m/ /m/ there,

Here a /m/, there a /m/,

Everywhere a /m/ /m/….

Crayon Box
So many crayons in the box for you,

Red ones, blue ones, and yellow ones too.

But the one little crayon that rhymes with bean,

Is my favorite color, it’s the color green.
Shoe/blue

Head/red

Drink/pink

Town/brown, etc…

Bug Hunt (tune of “Bear Went Over the Mountain”)
We’re going on a bug hunt, 

We’re going on a bug hunt,

We’re going on a bug hunt,

What do you think we’ll find?

We might find a butterfly,

We might find a butterfly,

We might find a butterfly,

Flying high in the sky. 
We might see a spider…

Spinning a lovely web.

We might see a beetle…

Crawling on the ground.

We might see a ladybug…

Flying all around.

Bin ‘o Foam Letters (tune of “Farmer in the Dell”)
I’m looking for a T

I’m looking for a T

Tie Toh the Terry-O

I’m looking for a T

Get a ticket
Get a ticket, ticket, ticket for the train,

Get a ticket, ticket, ticket for the train.

Don’t stand out in the wind and the rain.

Get a ticket, ticket, ticket for the train.

Get a ticket, ticket, ticket for the bus…

Climb aboard, you can ride with us…

Get a ticket, ticket, ticket for the plane…
Don’t stand out in the wind and the rain…

Get a ticket, ticket, ticket for the boat…

It’s too cold to swim or to float….

Mittens (tune of “put your finger in the air”)
Each mitten has a mate, has a mate.

Each mitten has a mate, has a mate.

Can we all find a pair? 

We are looking everywhere.

Each mitten has a mate, has a mate.
