Getting Started with Gaming or…
What do you do when your teens get tired of Dance Dance Revolution?
Make a plan.  Consider:

· What can you offer that players can’t do at home in their own basement?

· What segment(s) of the population are you targeting?

· What kind of social environment do you want?  (E.g.  Laid back and cooperative?  Goofy, cartoon-like fun?  Intensely competitive?  Something for everyone?)

Get input.  

· There are gamers in your midst.  Ask your teens.  Ask your staff.  

Get informed. 

· Read reviews.  

· In addition to the sources Andrew Cherbas included in his detailed source list, consider online reviews for parents.  These reviews are more likely to mention content that might be disturbing to some players.

· Common Sense Media www.CommonSenseMedia.org
· What They Play www.WhatTheyPlay.org
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Game Pro Family www.GameProFamily.com 

· Visit game programs at other libraries.

· Ask your local game shop for help.  

Game On!  @ King County Library System

Game On system level overview
· KCLS has 43 branches.  Of those, 30 offer Game On programs.

· Equipment and games and games are centrally purchased, but kept at individual branches.  Some branches share equipment with nearby branches.

· KCLS uses multiple platforms, including X-Box, X-Box 360, Game Cube, Nintendo Wii, Nintendo DS, and PlayStation 2.

· Each branch can use the mix of consoles and games that works best for their community.

· Programs are offered at least once a month.  Each branch has its own schedule, ranging from monthly to twice a week.  

· Staffing varies between the branches.  Most programs are primarily administered by the Teen Services Librarian; however, at some branches, Library Assistants and Library Technical Assistants also staff the programs.
Current Pilot Programs:

· Three branches are using the Nintendo Wii for outreach at Senior Centers.  Teen volunteers help seniors learn how to use the games and facilitate the programs.

· Three branches are experimenting with checking out Nintendo DS (Dual Screen) portable game consoles to patrons of all ages.

· KCLS is partnering with Nintendo to load library content onto the Nintendo DS’s.

Game On at the Bothell Regional Library, or….
That’s great, but how does it work at a branch level?

· Game On is the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 3:30 – 5pm. 

· Equipment used:  four Wiis, two PS2s, one or two projectors, two DDR pads, two Guitar Hero guitars and four or five televisions / monitors

· I also put out board games and snacks.

· Set up takes between 30 and 40 minutes
· Clean up takes 45 minutes - one hour.
Catherine Schaeffer, Teen Services Librarian @ King County Library System
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