

 Preservation Week @ your library 
During Preservation Week @ your library April 24-30, 2011, the Association for Library Collections & Technology Services (ALCTS), a division of the American Library Association (ALA), encourages libraries and other institutions to use Preservation Week to connect communities through events, activities, and resources that highlight what we can do, individually and together, to preserve our personal and shared collections. 

For additional information regarding Preservation Week @ your library please visit http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alcts/confevents/preswk/index.cfm 

Why is preservation important? In 2005 the first comprehensive national survey of the condition and preservation needs of the nation’s collections reported that U.S. institutions hold more than 4.8 billion items. Libraries alone hold 3 billion items (63 percent of the whole). A treasure trove of uncounted additional items is held by individuals, families, and communities. 

Some 630 million items in collecting institutions require immediate attention and care. Eighty percent of these institutions have no paid staff assigned responsibility for collections care; 22 percent have no collections care personnel at all. Some 2.6 billion items are not protected by an emergency plan. As natural disasters of recent years have taught us, these resources are in jeopardy should a disaster strike. Personal, family, and community collections are equally at risk. 

*Source: “A Public Trust at Risk: The Heritage Health Index Report on the State of America’s Collections,” Library of Congress, http://www.loc.gov/preserv/tops/laise/index.html 

Key environmental factors that place collections at risk: 
Light: Ultraviolet rays from natural and artificial sources can cause fading and disintegration. 

Pollutants: Dust is abrasive and can accelerate harmful chemical reactions. 

Heat: High temperatures can accelerate deterioration. 

Moisture: High humidity promotes mold growth, corrosion, and degradation, while excessive dryness can cause drying and cracking. Fluctuations between extremes can cause warping, buckling and flaking. 

Key items that should be preserved: 

Historical materials that are unpublished and one-of-a-kind, such as:  architectural drawings, memoirs/reminiscences, minutes/reports, artifacts, photo albums and photographs, printed materials, 

professional and business papers, speeches/lectures, audio and video recordings, diaries, genealogical information, letters, and maps. 

* Source: Utah State History Website: http://history.utah.gov/experience_history/preserve_history/documents_photos.html
Other Resources:
Association for Library Collections & Technology Services (ALCTS) ALCTS enjoys a rich, 50-year history of service to its members and continues to improve the products and services it offers its members. With strategic and tactical plans firmly in place, ALCTS has a solid foundation from which to expand its influence. Comprised of nearly 5,000 members from across the United States and 42 countries from around the globe, ALCTS is the premier resource for information specialists in collection development, preservation, and technical services. We are the leader in the development of principles, standards, and best practices for creating, collecting, organizing, delivering, and preserving information resources in all forms. 

For more information on ALCTS and its work please visit www.ala.org/alcts. 

Heritage Preservation: Heritage Health Index, http://www.heritagepreservation.org/hhi/index.html and Online Resources http://www.imls.gov/collections/resources/index.htm. These provide valuable preservation information, with extremely useful information about responding to sudden emergencies in collections.

Library of Congress: http://www.loc.gov/preserv/ includes simple instructions for preserving family treasures and caring for collections at http://www.loc.gov/preserv/familytreasures/index.html and http://www.loc.gov/preserv/careothr.html, with links to more comprehensive information grouped by topic and type of material.
Northeast Document Conservation Center (NEDCC) provides printable Preservation Leaflets with information on a wide variety of preservation topics, supplier contact information, and links to additional resources. The leaflets may be downloaded at no cost. http://www.nedcc.org/resources/leaflets.list.php

Society of American Archivists, Selected Links to Preservation Web Sites, http://www2.archivists.org/groups/preservation-section/links-to-preservation-websites
Saving your treasures: http://www.netnebraska.org/extras/treasures/index.htm
Based on an NET Television program featuring professionals from the Nebraska State Historical Society's Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center and the State Library Commission, this site provides practical and effective methods to help ensure that artifacts, photographs, and documents will survive into the future.
WESTPAS (Western States and Territories Preservation Assistance Service) is a regional library and archives preservation service. Started in 2007, its goals are to deliver preservation education and training workshops to libraries and archives in 14 participating states and territories: Alaska, American Samoa, California, Colorado, Guam, Hawai'i, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Northern Marianas Islands, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. http://www.westpas.org/

Made available at the Oregon Library Association Annual Conference, April 6 and 7, 2011, programs: “More Book Repair for Libraries : Intermediate Level,” and "Sustaining Oregon's Heritage Collections: the IMLS Connecting to Collections Statewide Planning Initiative"  presented by members of the OLA Library Preservation Round Table. 
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