Programming Ideas for Rural Libraries – Cheap or Free

1. Oregon Council for the Humanities – Chautauqua presentations – 3 per year allowed for each community- you do refreshments, publicity (with help from OCH) and buy a motel room for the presenter- Contact Annie Dubinsky at (503) 241-0543 or email at: adubinsky@oregonhum.org.

2. Oregon National Guard – will give free “trunk” presentations on Lewis &Clark or World War II.  Call:  (503) 584-3980, web site: http://www.mil.state.or.us/
3. Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History – 

Website:  www.gilderlehrman.org. This organization, based in New York City, loans displays of American history related topics for free.  Our library displayed an exhibit of Frederick Douglass for one month.  All postage is paid by Gilder Lehrman.

4. If your library is on the eastern side of Oregon, consider joining the Libraries of Eastern Oregon.  LEO writes grants to bring high quality art and science programs to rural libraries in Eastern Oregon, including teleconferences from OMSI and the Smithsonian American Art Museum.

5. Use local resources- you might be surprised at the wealth of information available in your own community. For example:

· Winter science seminars put on by various scientists working with the Forest Service, BLM, Eastern Oregon Agricultural Resource Center, Malheur Wildlife Refuge, and Oregon Fish and Game

(One program a month for 5 months) - FREE

· A new resident of Harney County who is a retired Marine will be doing an Orienteering workshop, Cold Weather Survival, Hot Weather Survival and How to Use Your Telescope class - FREE

· A local person who dabbles in astronomy has presented “What to Look For in the Night Sky above Harney County”

· A genealogy information exchange event – bring resources you own to share with others- FREE

· ART SHOWS!!  There are many local artists in your town.  If you don’t know who they are, find out!  Pick a Saturday and have on Open House/Art Show at the Library.  Artists may either show or sell their work.  It gives them exposure and gets potential patrons in the doors of the library

· Oregon State Parks wants to get more information about their sights out to the public.  They often do educational programs in various places during the winter months.  Contact them at:  

· Write a press release for the local newspaper asking for “resident experts” to give various programs through the year.  

Some examples:  how to get the most from your garden; the history of a certain area or building in your town; the basics of quilting; etc.

· Are there foreign exchange students at your high school?  Ask them to do a presentation about their country.  We’ve had food from Tunisia, photos from Madagascar and flags and clothes from Kyrgyzstan.

· Local history is an interest of many people.  Contact the historical society or museum for a member to give a presentation at the library.
Washington folks: There are just as many great resources for you!!


Look for Washington Commission for the Humanities (� HYPERLINK "http://www.humanities.org/" �http://www.humanities.org/�), Washington National Guard (� HYPERLINK "http://lewisandclark.washingtonguard.org/" �http://lewisandclark.washingtonguard.org/�), Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History (www.gilderlehrman.org)








