STICK IT TOGETHER MESSENGER BAG
Instructions and bag created by Nanci Booher
What you need:  
· Contact paper in white or some other design of your choice...this is the inside of the bag 
· Clear Duct tape or a color to match your design
· Paper of some type…scrap book paper, comics, graphic novels maps, tissue paper
· Velcro in whatever size, shape and color you want
 
What to do:  
Measure out a piece of white contact paper in whatever size you want your bag to be.  This piece will serve as your front, bottom, back and flap.  
Measure out a piece of clear contact paper the same size as the white.  Lay this piece aside.  
Take the backing off the white contact paper and lay the contact paper sticky side up on your work surface.  Lay out your papers to cover the sticky side of the contact paper.  The papers can overlap, line up or be in any arrangement you like.  Just be careful to put the papers where you want them because they will usually rip if you try to take it off the contact paper once you have laid it down.
Once you have the white contact paper covered, you will cover it with the clear contact paper.  Remove the backing from the clear and carefully lay it on top of your covered white piece.  Now, reinforce the inside of your bag with more contact paper or duct tape.  
Next, make the strap for your bag out of duct tape.  It is easier to do this by using shorter pieces of duct tape instead of longer one.  
Take a piece of duct tape and then fold it in half and stick it back onto itself so that sticky sides stick together.  Continue to make your strap by adding more duct tape, overlapping the pieces so that they stick to each other.  
Use this strap as a guide for how wide to make the sides and bottom of your bag.  
Once your strap is done, fold your piece of contact paper to make the front of your bag.  Contact paper creases really easily so make sure you know how big you want it to be.  
Now make another crease to create the bottom of your bag by using the duct tape strap as a guide as how wide the bottom should be. 
Using duct tape, create the sides of the bag in the same way the strap was made.  
Attach the duct tape sides by using more duct tape on the inside of the bag and securing the sides.  You can also use clear duct tape or clear contact paper on the outside of bag to secure to the side of it even more.  
Make one last fold on the bag to create your flap.  
Use Velcro to make a closure for the flap.  
Attach your strap to the sides of the bag by using duct tape to secure the strap on the inside.  Again you use clear duct tape on the outside to create extra security for your strap (I’ve never had one fall off)
For other size bags, you can make the contact paper narrower.  You can also play with the size of your flap by making your contact paper longer.
 
 
 
