Sing, Sign & Story Time

Tips & Tricks for Weaving Sign Language into Story Time


1) Build Signing into Existing Routines

    a. Opening Routines

    b. Recurring Elements of Story Time  (i.e. bubbles or bouncing games)

    c. Closing Routines

2) Sign When You Read

    a. Keep it simple

i.   One word that repeats throughout the text

ii.  One word per page

iii. A support word like, “Where”

3) Sign When You Sing and Chant

    a. Add Signs to Familiar Songs and Rhymes

i. Start by adding one or more signs to a song/rhyme that you do all the time

“The Itsy, Bitsy Spider”

ii. Don’t be afraid to mix and match signs with gestures you already use

“Row, Row, Row Your Boat”

iii. Add more signs as you learn more signs

“Five Little Monkeys Sitting in a Tree”

    b. Modify Familiar Songs

    “If You’re Hungry and You Know it Ask to Eat”

    “Mommy and Daddy Had a Farm”

    c. Use Music Written for Signers

    Pick Me Up CD and Activity Guide:  “Sometimes When I’m Hungry”

    Signing Time:  “Magic Words”

4) Play Signing Games

    a. Babies:  “Swing to My Lu”  

    b. Preschoolers: “Simon Says”  

    c. Preschoolers: “Dance and Stop”

    d. School Age:  “Sign Language Guessing Game”

5) Use Props

    a.  “Where is the Ball?”

    b. “Baby Needs a Bandage”

6) Do Craft Projects

    a. Placemat for Food Signs (use construction paper and old magazines)

    b. “I Spy Sheet” for Animal Signs (use construction paper and old magazines)

    c. Deck of Cards for Color Signs, Then Play “Go Fish” (use index cards)

d. Alphabet Cards for Finger Spelling Games  (one person spells words with cards, other person finger spells or signs the word) (use index cards)

7) Other Ideas

Things to Remember:

1) Start With Existing Story Time Plan, Then Add Signing to Your Plan

2) Start Simple and Build Gradually

    a. “Sign of the Day,” or “One Sign Per Story Time”

    b. One sign per book/song

    c. One sign per book/song that is different than the last time

    d. One sign per page of a familiar book

    e. One sign to go with your theme  

    f. One sign for a familiar routine

3) Signing Should Be Fun!

    a. If you’re getting stressed out, slow down, and pull back some on signing.

b. If you’re getting nervous, focus on mastering one sign before you move on to another.

4) It’s Okay to Say, “I don’t know.  Let’s find out together.” 

5) Use Resources!

a. Books (be aware of the difference between ASL and “Baby Sign” resources)

b. Web Sites - Find Links @ http://www.smalltalklearning.com/research/relatedsites.html 

c. Videos (Signing Time is fabulous!  Set a Goal: i.e. Learn one sign per viewing)

d. Network with Patrons 

e.  Network with Each Other (Set a Goal: i.e. One new idea every time you interact with another librarian).  

f. Get in Touch With Me Personally

i.  Complimentary remote support 

ii. Theme-based classes or book readings for your library 
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