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I. Introduction

I premiered the Thrilling Tales adult story time at the Seattle Public Library’s central branch in March of 2004, with a reading of Jack Ritchie’s droll suspense story, The Green Heart (aka A New Leaf), which opens thus: “We had been married three months and I rather thought it was time to get rid of my wife.” The program has been going strong ever since, with twice-monthly readings of suspense and escapist short stories that draw a regular and drop-in audience of anywhere from 30 to 100 story lovers. Thrilling Tales is a lunch-hour program, and so is never longer than 45 minutes, during which time I read one or two stories, often starting with a short-short warm up story.

The program has been a lot of fun, easy to fit in among the hustle and bustle of library work, and very cheap to produce. It is also a very portable and adaptable program that can be done in a variety of ways and venues within and beyond the library’s walls.  Library staff can read, or you can find talented readers in the community; many actors are very happy to give their talent to libraries and love to share. Both at the library and at conferences at which I have spoken, librarians have often come up to me and asked about this program, and so I thought it would be a good idea to work up a little presentation about this. This is the handout for that presentation, in which I offer some tips for how to read stories, a sample warm-up, a full list of the stories I’ve used in my program, and a bibliography of resources that may prove helpful in getting started.

Some types and aspects of adult story times that might work for your library’s situation or needs:

· Genres & Themes. You name it. Image a series or festival focused on: Hardboiled Crime, Hip Younger Writers, Grown Up Fairytales, Vampire Stories, Sports Stories, Dog Stories, Myths & Parables, Classics, True Crime, True Adventures & Survival, Short-short stories, Humor, Poetry, Essays, Erotica – well, maybe not erotica. You could even do (get this): Mainstream Literary Fiction!

· Longer Works: Novels are problematic for this program, as they require consistent ongoing attendance, but novellas that can be read in a few sittings may work, as well as novels of linked stories, such as  Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio or Sandra Birdsell’s Agassiz Stories.
· Story Time / Discussion: audience hears a story, and then discusses. “The World’s Easiest Book Group.” 

· Knitting, Quilting, Crafting: story time accompanies a craft circle or other silent work. In general, allow audiences to knit, eat, or otherwise silently multitask.

· Frequency: Weekly, Bi-Monthly, Monthly, or a seasonal Festival of Story. (or incorporate story reading into other events or festivals). A week of scary stories in October. Outdoor story times on summer evenings.

· Exploring Cultures: a festival of stories reflecting or drawn from a particular culture. Or a series that focuses on a variety of cultures. Stories from the Yiddish. Latino Stories. Chinese Stories. Native Peoples short stories. Reading around the world.

· Combined with Storytelling. Celebrate all story: telling and reading.

· Exploring History: an event of stories from a particular era – stories from the Great Depression, or the War Years – or an ongoing series that features stories by decade, w/ historical footnotes.

· Story-and-a-movie: Reading of short stories, paired with seeing the movie based on that story. Benjamin Button, Shawshank Redemption, Field of Dreams, In the Bedroom, Minority Report, Million Dollar Baby, etc etc.

· Local Authors.  Authors from your city or region, and/or set there.

· Writing & Reading: team an adult story time with a writing program, your own or one in your area. Readers or authors share stories aloud, for sensitive feedback.

· Parent & Child. Choosing materials that work for adults and older children, or for the whole family.

· Adults w/ Developmental Disabilities. There are libraries who have adapted children’s story times for outreach to these patrons.

· For Deaf patrons: story hours work well with sign interpretation.

· For Blind patrons: it’s a natural. Just make sure there’s a place for guide dogs.

· Podcasting: a great way to podcast, either live events, or record just for podcast. Public Domain, or get author permission.

· ESL & Adult Literacy: Provide stories for advance reading or reading along. Do Q & A over idiomatic questions afterwards. 

· Bi-lingual story time: same story in two languages, w/ discussion.

· Outreach: great for taking to branches, senior & assisted living, vocational schools, bus stations, bars and various dens of iniquity: wherever. 

· What else?: what other ideas to you have? I’d love to hear about them: david.wright@spl.org

II. “Notes to Readers” used with actor volunteers for Thrilling Tales, & more tips.
LOGISTICS:

· Readings will take place in the Microsoft Auditorium in the Central Library (1000 4th Ave) - the entrance is on the 1st floor.  Readers should arrive at the auditorium no later than 11:30, where they will be met by series emcee David Wright. House ‘opens’ around 11:45, with pre-show music playing until 12:05.  David will start the show with a brief introduction to our author(s) and an even briefer introduction to the reader.  We hope to have most readings all done by 12:50, the end of the program cued by house coming up to full and music coming up, and readers can leave immediately after that.  

· We will be leaving House Lights at half throughout the program, so people can see to eat and to exit early if they need to – please do not be disturbed by people coming and going, there may be some drop-ins and drop-outs.

· The Central Library does have a Green Room with mirror and sink, and private restrooms in a secure area of the library – David can get you access to these, and you can leave belongings there during the program.  We recommend you bring your own bottled water for the event itself.

· I hope to secure funding to pay for your parking in our privately-owned library parking lot.  In the meantime, we are convenient to mass transit and the bus tunnel.

· If you are unable to make a scheduled reading, it is imperative that you let David know as early as possible.  This will allow me to find a replacement, or step in myself.  David’s email is david.wright@spl.org, his home phone is xxxx his work phones are (206) 386-4142 and (206) 386-4660.

CONTENT:

· Stories will be chosen primarily for their entertainment value: high-interest, captivating, suspenseful, engaging, gripping stories are what we’re looking for.  We will be using published stories from the Suspense and Thriller genres, with the occasional story of Detection or Horror.  Humor is also welcome, the ideal program having something terrifying, and something funny.  Programs may consist of a single story, or two or three short-short stories.  We intend to use a single reader each day, although we may do some tandem readings, and I may help fill a too-short program with added content.

· Stories with infrequent profanity will be ‘edited for TV’ – eg. we will substitute expressions such as ‘damn’ and ‘hell’ for stronger cuss words.  We will avoid stories relying on profanity or graphic sex and very graphic violence.  Story selection is done by David, who will work with you to find a story you’ll enjoy sharing and provide you with a print copy suitable for reading from.  Story suggestions are gratefully accepted.  

· As this is a lunch-hour program, duration is very important, and the entire reading should not exceed 45 minutes.  Stories will be chosen to fit the time allotment, and may be edited for length, which is far preferable to rushing the reading.  David will assist with editing for profanity and length.

SOME READING TIPS YOU PROBABLY DON’T NEED:

· Don’t Rush.  Or as they say in the biz: Land Your Points.  If a story or stories is taking more than 45 minutes, check with David about possible cuts.
· Remember Your First Time.  Your first time reading the story, that is.  Did you find anything confusing, hard to follow?  Take care to carry your listeners over those tough spots.
· Get an Audience.  Try this out on someone, and find out if there’s anything they didn’t understand.  David will always be available for this purpose.
· Casting is Everything.  Remember that following dialogue read by a single person can be very challenging: help your listeners by making some clear vocal distinctions between characters in a story, using pitch, tone, pronunciation, etc.  You may find it useful to mark your script to avoid crossing your voices in the middle of a reading.
· Who are you?  If you are reading a story that is told in the third person (eg. not an ‘I’ story,) remember that the narrator is a character too; think about their attitudes and outlook.
· Pace yourself.  Many of these stories build to a high intensity, so it is very important to get a sense of the overall arc, and avoid peaking too soon.  Just as in a movie, you will find plenty of false-climaxes, sudden or gradual revelations, plot twists and surprises: work backward from these key moments.  We do not expect a full-on, dramatic performance from you, but rather an articulate, fully-realized reading, so take it easy: you can do a lot with a very little.
· Speak the Speech.  Re: dialect – we can work out the details of this based on the requirements of the story, and your own comfort level, but generally speaking, the hint of a dialect or accent is often sufficient.  Much more important for you and the audience to have fun, than to worry about the authentic lilt of that Punjabi walk-on or Irish maid.  Use Standard American for most narration: stories by British authors do not require a British accent to read, any more than you’d read deMaupassant with a French accent, or Chekhov with a Russian.
· Remember the Mike.  You will be reading from a good-sized podium equipped with a light and a microphone, which means you don’t have to project, much, and can do neat things like whisper and sigh.  Be sure and test levels with David on the day of the reading.
Thanks so much for your interest in this series!  We’ve had lots of potential readers coming forth, and we’re only doing two of these a month, so please don’t be discouraged if it takes a while to get you a reading date.  Feel free to come to me with whatever questions or suggestions you have for making this a fun, successful event!

MORE TIPS for reading and presenting a program:

· Set the Stage.  Keep things simple, but have what you need: light, water, a clock, a podium or stand for your book. Pre-show music is a nice way to set the mood.
· Use a Microphone.  No matter how loud you think you are, using a microphone helps those who are hard of hearing (and won’t tell you), and allows you to give a more relaxed and varied performance. Avoid headset mikes, as they don’t allow you to use the full range between screams and whispers. Check mike levels with someone else in the space.
· Rehearse. I suggest you have read a story between three and five times before sharing it with an audience. The only surprises you want during a reading are those the audience enjoys: you need to know the story and its challenges.
· Editing.  It may be necessary to edit a story for length. Do so with extreme care, so as not to spoil any necessary plot elements or telling details. You probably wan to ‘edit for TV,’ or translate 21st century profanities to their 19th century counterparts.
· Mark Your Script. Do like Dickens did, and mark your story (a photocopy) with areas of special emphasis, key moments, transitions, pacing, suggestive adjectives or images, tricky pronunciations, and the like. Use colored pens to help distinguish who is speaking, when helpful.
· Also mark major breaks in the narrative flow, such as passages of time or flashbacks, and use these places to take a drink. You may also want to mark lines where you’d like to look up at the audience. When you do, be sure to keep your finger on the text; it is very easy to get lost.
· Character Voices.  Ways of subtly distinguishing characters include variations in pitch, timbre, accents, pronunciation, and pacing. A little of this goes a long way.
· Character Placement. For dialogue scenes, mentally place your characters around the room, or work the sides of the microphone, to help your listeners follow along.
· Attitudes. Use strong, specific adjectives to help you be clear about a character and their intentions. Play with imaginative imagery, if you like.
· Mean What You Say.  Figure out what you’re trying to say. Land your points. How do you make it real for yourself: it could be imagination alone is plenty. Or use tricks, if you need to. 
· Decide who you’re talking to, as narrator or a story. Who is the narrator, and why are they telling the story? What has juts happened to precipitate this telling – what is the moment right before the story starts? Some questions to play with.
· Beware of dropping in pitch/volume at ends of sentences. 
· If a story is funny, play it serious. Beware of making yourself laugh, or cry. 
· Don’t comment on the story. That is, don’t comment while you’re reading it, with voice or looks. If you don’t like a story, don’t read it.
· Start slowly, and don’t rush. It is very easy to get ahead of yourself. Don’t. 
· Earn your pauses. Not to say don’t pause, but do it for a reason. 
· When you mess up (and you will), don’t make a big deal about it. Occasional flubs are inevitable, and as long as you don’t let them throw you, the audience won’t mind them. Correct yourself, and move on.
· Relax. Concentrate. Think. Breathe.  Thought creates breath. Breath turns thoughts to speech. If you are prepared, then reading is mostly about getting out of the way and letting the story flow.
· Enjoy yourself. This is key – when you enjoy telling a story, your listeners enjoy hearing it.  Relish the story’s gifts, an intriguing character, a beautiful description, a clever turn of phrase, an exciting discover. Have fun.
· Practice. On challenging texts: Charles Dickens, George Eliot, Henry James, William Faulkner. Think of it as read aloud resistance training.
IV. Thrilling Tales Flyers and Story Lists.
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Thrilling Tales Story List, 2005 - 2007

2005

3/21
David Wright  

A New Leaf, by Jack Ritchie

4/4
Nancy Pearl

It’s Bad Luck to Die, by Elizabeth McKracken

4/18
G Douma

Without Jonathan, by Jeffrey Deaver

5/2
David Wright

The Weekender, by Jeffrey Deaver

5/16
M Waldstein

The Most Dangerous Game, by Richard Connell

6/6
L Montez

Maniac Loose, by Michael Malone

6/20
David Wright

The Theatre, by Bentley Little

7/18
David Wright

The Absence of Emily, by Jack Ritchie
8/1
S Poncey

The Girl with the Blackened Eye, by Joyce Carol Oates
8/15
David Wright

Too Many Crooks, by Donald Westlake
8/29
J Goldstein

The Fall Guy, by Jeffery Deaver


9/19
David Wright

The Way Up to Heaven, by Roald Dahl. Nothing but Bad News, Henry Slesak

10/3
David Wright

The Heart is a Determined Hunter, by Th Smith. Summerland, by AvramDavidson.

10/17
David Wright

WS,by L P Hartley  The Boarded Window, by Ambrose Bierce 
10/31
David Wright

Swamp Horror. The Tiger, by Stephen King

11/7
R White


The Child by Roddy Doyle. 
11/21
David Wright

The Problem of Li T’ang, by Geoffrey 
12/5
R Pate


Fat Man, by Isak Dinesen.  The Black Ooze, by 

12/19
David Wright

Christmas is a Sad Season for the Poor, by John Cheever  

2006
1/2 
David Wright

Happiness Before Death, by Henry Slesar. Sredni Vashtar, by Saki
1/30
S Yates


People Across the Canyon, by Marcia Muller
2/6
K Hsieh


Smash & Grab, by Michael Knight
3/20
David Wright

The Plunge, by David Goodis.

4/3
David Wright

Quitters, Inc, by Stephen King

4/17
David Wright

Dead Man’s Head, by Robert Leslie Bellem

5/1
David Wright

Triangle, by Jeffrey Deaver

5/15
David Wright

The Hobby, by Erik McCormack, The Witch, by Shirley Jackson, The Town Where No 
One Got Off, by Ray Bradbury.

6/5
David Wright

The Banshee, by Joyce Carol Oates.  

6/19
David Wright

Guilt, by John Jakes.  Fatherly Love, by Carl Martin
Monday, July 3.  If you’d been reading Mademoiselle magazine in June of 1945, you might have happened upon this uncanny short story by an unknown young writer with an odd sounding name.  After reading Miriam, as the chills wore off and your pulse rate returned to normal, you might have made a mental note, that this Truman Capote fellow was someone to watch out for.

Monday, July 17.  Hated, by Christopher Fowler.  A strange encounter leads golden boy Michael Townshend to discover the cloud inside his silver lining.  It couldn’t happen to a nicer guy, but maybe that’s the point - the nicer they are, the harder they fall.

Monday, August 7.  Suspicion, by Dorothy Sayers.  When an arsenic poisoner is on the loose, those hearty English breakfasts don’t sit quite so well, in this twisted tale worthy of Hitchcock, from the grand dame of British mystery.

Monday, August 21.  Raising Cain!  Two classic crime stories by two of the toughest tough guy writers of the 1930s.  James M. Cain heats things up with his sultry noir, Brush Fire, and the enigmatic Paul Cain cools them down again with his lean, mean caper, Black.  No minute eggs here: these guys are hardboiled.

Monday, September 18.   The Baby-Sitters, by Alex Hamilton.  Finding a good sitter for the children can be such a bother, but party-bound parents Muriel and Selwyn have lighted on the perfect solution.  Perhaps too perfect.  

Monday, October 2.  The Screaming Woman, by Ray Bradbury.  Ten-year-old Margaret says she can hear someone buried alive in the backyard.  Oh these children and their imaginary friends – what will they think up next!

Monday, October 16.  Lost Hearts, by M.R. James.  When orphaned young Stephen Elliot is taken in by his elderly cousin, he little suspects that murdering spirits will be the least of his worries.  Montague Rhodes James was a great master of the gothic ghost story.  Also, the wry Uninvited Ghosts, by Penelope Lively.

Monday, October 30.  The Inexperienced Ghost, by H.G. Wells.  Charming and chilling, this curious tale of a hapless spirit caught on the wrong astral plane is one of the strangest ghost stories ever told.

Monday, November 6.  A Genuine Alectryomancer, by Charles Willeford.  What is an Alectryomancer?  You could look it up.  Or better yet, come to the library, to hear a great American crime writer’s extraordinary account of ominous rites and direful deeds performed under a tropic moon.

Monday, November 20.  A Home Away from Home, by Robert Bloch.  A great author of weird stories, Bloch is perhaps best known for a little book entitled Psycho.  Mr. Loveday’s Little Outing, by Evelyn Waugh.  You’d probably want to go day-trippng too, if you lived in an insane asylum!

Monday, December 4.  Button, Button, by Richard Matheson.  Nora and Arthur Lewis receive a package bearing a postmark from the Twilight Zone.  A Gentlemen’s Agreement, by Lawrence Block.  The ever-resourceful Arthur Trebizond turns the tables on a burglar.  Two classic stories that turn and turn again.  

Monday, December 18.  Not a Laughing Matter, by Evan Hunter.  A has-been actor prepares for the role of his life, or his death.  A Visit to the Bank, by Shirley Jackson.  He sees you when you’re sleeping, he knows when you’re awake, and he’s got a pretty good idea of your credit rating.  

2007
Monday, March 5  Vengeance is Mine, Inc. by Roald Dahl.
Ever been so mad you’d like to punch someone in the nose?  How about dropping a rattlesnake in their car?  Just give George and Claude a call; they're very resourceful.  Guest reader M McNelis.

Monday, March 19.  The Baby in the Icebox, by James M. Cain.
You’ve heard of the Lady or the Tiger?  How about the Lady AND the Tiger?  In the tradition of his The Postman Always Rings Twice and Double Indemnity, American master Cain tells a sultry tale of dirty dealings at a roadside gas station where a femme fatale and a ferocious feline match claws.  Note: Today’s Thrilling Tales will be in Conference Room 1, Level 4.

Monday, April 2 - The Nose, by Nikolai Gogol.
One morning a supercilious bureaucrat wakes up to find his nose has vanished, but that’s almost normal compared to what happens next! Step into this great 19th-century Russian author’s version of The Twilight Zone. Gogol’s strange tale will be podcast in honor of the 2007 Seattle Reads selection, The Namesake.
Monday, April 16 - Tick, Tock, by Donald Wandrei.

Wandrei really stacks the deck in this 1938 tale from Black Mask magazine, when he shows us a disgruntled employee sending a surprise birthday package to his boss, with a little girl as messenger.  Alfred Hitchcock loved it, and so will you.  

Monday, May 7 - The Cistern, by Ray Bradbury. 

Rain, rain, go away, but where does it go when it flows away? Little Anna knows where it goes, to a secret city beneath the streets, where ghastly surprises lurk. Also English Autumn, American Fall, by Minette Walters.
Monday, May 21 - Strangers in the Fog, by Bill Pronzini.
Hannigan just finished digging the grave when the dark shape of a man came out of the fog.  Here’s a tense drama with all the eerie chills of old time radio.  Also, Package Deal, by Jack Ritchie.  A bank teller has difficulties when he tries to take his work home with him.

Monday, June 4 - The Moment of Decision, by Stanley Ellin

Good fences may make good neighbors, but no fence could restrain the hatred building between know-it-all Hugh Lozier and the magician next door. This masterpiece of psychological suspense has an indescribable climax.

Monday, June 18 - After You’ve Gone, by John Peyton Cooke

A man at the end of his tether gets a lot more than he bargained for when he calls a suicide help line.

Monday, July 2.  The Commuter, by Jeffrey Deaver.  
This story is dedicated to everyone who has every been bothered by that loud, obnoxious person talking on their cell phone, from a modern master of suspense whose middle name could be ‘when-you-least-expect-it.’

Monday, July 16 Anyone for Murder? by Jack Ritchie.  
A man takes out a classified ad in the paper, offering unhappy spouses the ‘ultimate solution’ to their marital problems.  In addition to this wry tale of husbandry and homicide, we will also have Ritchie’s short-short, #8. Hitchhiking can be dangerous, but for whom?

Monday, July 30.  A Curious Suicide, by Patricia Highsmith.  

As in her famous story ‘Strangers on a Train,’ homicide is hatched on the rails, and a mild-mannered man struggles to find the evil within himself.  Also The Landlady, by Roald Dahl.  A young boarder finds a cozy spot where he can finally rest.  

Monday, August 6 Little Paradise, by Zena Collier.  Vacationing boaters get away from it all, and leave civilization behind, to their eventual terror.  Also, The Radio, by Davis Grubb.  When the mercury soars and the air conditioner breaks down, it seems as though machines are out to get us.  A great mid-century tale of mechanical paranoia by the author of Night of the Hunter.
Monday, August 20  A Corner of Paradise, by Stanley Ellin.  They tried to tell him that the big city was a jungle, but old Mr. Hotchkiss has a green thumb, and he’s out to make it a garden of Eden, if the serpents don’t get him first, that is.  

Monday, Sept. 17  The Hanged Man, by Ian Rankin.  The premiere Scottish mystery writer tells of a killer who goes to a fortune teller to find out whose Death is in the cards.  Also A Humanist, by Romain Gary; a profoundly horrifying tale without a single drop of blood or unkind word.

Monday, Oct. 1  The Box, by Jack Ketchum.  “What’s in the box?” my son said.  It turns out there was nothing in the box – a nothing worse than any something you could imagine. Also a classic weird tale: The Ninth Skeleton, by Clarke Ashton Smith.

Monday, Oct. 15  The Nature of the Thing, by Patricia Highsmith.  Eleanor is living alone with her cat and her knitting, when a little two-foot tall goblin man takes up residence in her house.  Only Highsmith’s disconcerting genius could envision the relationship that ensues.

Monday, Oct. 29  Ghost Stories for Hallowe’en.  Join us for a lunch hour to raise your spirits.  Long Distance Call, by Richard Matheson.

Monday, November 5: Wedding in Voerde, by Gunter Gerlach, translated by Mary Tannert.  Here’s an hilarious caper about two hapless ex-cons attending their old pal Heinz’s wedding in search of hidden loot, from Germany’s answer to Elmore Leonard, one of several great international crime writers whose Thrilling Tales will be featured in the months to come.

Monday, November 19: Sinkhole, by Carol Cail.  Its bad enough to know your marriage is on the rocks, but when your secret affair leads you to a hole in the ground, there’s no telling what will happen.  Macabre fun in the Hitchock tradition.

Monday, December 3.  Improvisation, by Ed McBain. “Why don’t we kill somebody?” Was it just a highly original pick-up line, or was she serious? A terrific suspense tale from the late lamented master of crime.

Monday, December 17. Mr. Huffam, by Hugh Walpole.  Here’s a ghostly tale of cheer to warm your Holiday heart.
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V. Sample Warm Up Exercises
If you’re going to read stories to patrons in your library, it is a good idea to do some vocal and physical warming up before you read. It will make your voice more flexible and responsive to the demands of the story, and is a useful ritual to help you focus on the task at hand, and to relax and enjoy the story. The bibliography just below has a number of good books on voice, but here are some sample exercises.
a. If you already do Yoga, that is a great thing to do prior to your story.

b. Doing this stuff in the shower is great – steam for your voice, great echo.

c. Jog in place for a minute, feeling the breath in your body and letting go of tension.

d. Do a few stretches: arms over your head and inhale, to the side, twisting the body. Breathe deeply, hold your breath for 5 seconds and then let it out with an audible ‘ah.’ 
e. In general as you warm up, do these three things: HUM – mmmm, nnnnn, ngngng – humming is develop your resonance and relax your voice. YAWN – wonderfully relaxing for the face, soft palate and throat, oxygenates your brain. SIGH – relax and release. Try a YAWN-SIGH – yawn and sigh from your very highest note to your very lowest. 

f. Tense and release: standing or lying, tense up every part of your body and hold for 10 seconds. Release and relax.

g. Let your body hang forward from the waist like a rag doll. Gradually roll up your spine to a standing position. Hum as you go, working up and down from high to low.

h. Stretch your face: Pretend you’re chewing a giant wad of bubble gum, make the biggest face you can, the smallest face you can, stick out your tongue, making sound. Blow air out your lips with sound: make a fool of yourself.
i. Run through some sounds, and exaggerate them to warm up your articulation: Bee Bee Bee    Baa Baa Baa   Mee Maa Mee Maa  Tee Taa Gee Gaa  zzzzz   vvvvv  etc. Try some tongue twisters.
In General: get plenty of sleep before you do a reading. Drink lots of water, but don’t overdo the coffee on a reading day, and avoid alcohol and milk products before a reading. Be prepared. Love your audience: make eye contact, smile, and enjoy being with them and sharing your story. Or pretend to. 
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I believe that story is deep in our blood. It is one of the things – perhaps the thing – that makes us human. It is why we have libraries. Let’s celebrate story in our libraries,
through readers’ advisory, readers’ services, and programs such as

 Story Times for Grown Ups, which fill the air with story.

David Wright

Fiction Department

Seattle Public Library

1000 4th Ave

Seattle, WA  98104

David.wright@spl.org
http://shelftalk.spl.org
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[image: image7.emf][image: image8.png]Oct 26: Slowly, Slowly In the Wind, by Pairicia Highsmith.
Remember that house you were too scared o visit on
Hallowe'en? Mean old man Skipperton’s place is worse, and wait
“tl you see his yard decorations!

Nov. 2: Man from the South, by Roald Dahl. Just a riendly
wager betwoen two gentiemen, but somefow it got, wel - ut of
hand. Also The Story About a Bus Driver Who Wanted to
be God, by Etgar Keret.

Nov. 16: Hunters In the Snow, by Tobias Wolft. Thres friends
go into the woods on a dark winter's day, but only two will return.

Dec. 7: The Sadness of Detall, by Jonathan Carroll. A
woman learms the unexpected subject of her dle sketches: God.
Also In The Cards, by John Collier. ffyou could predict the
future, would it really make a difierence?

Dec. 21: Back for Christmas, by John Colller. Homicide:
the it hat keeps on oing. Ao The Leaf Sweeper, by
Muriel Spark. The sole member ofthe Society for the Aboltion
of Christmas inds his holiday spirt at fat

Jan. 4, 2010: Mr. ldd, by H.R.F. Keating. What would you
call aman who seems to do al the things you secretly wish you
could? Also The Innocent One, by Ed MoBain. Poor Migusl
slaving away in the sun whi his wite recines In the shade
alone?

Feb 1, 2010: The Man Who Was the God of Love, by Ruth
Rendell. Their marriage s blissfully happy, but then Helen learms
that her husband is not the man she martied. Also, Romance
Lingers, Adventures Lives, by John Collier. Oh, what a
itle mooniight can do!

March 1, 2010: A Good Head for Murder, by Charles
Runyon. Lost on a dark road I a strange county, and - walt
What's that up ahead? Nol It can't bel Also, more tertor on a
lonely road in We'll Look After You, by Robin Kleln
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Jan. 5: A Trader’s Lot, by Twist Phelan. As a hurricane 
closes in on the gulf, a frantic trader on Wall Street prays that it 
will be the perfect storm for his falling fortunes.


Feb. 2: The Lie, by T.C. Boyle. Oh what a tangled web we 
weave, when we practice to deceive! Also A Souvenir from 
Hell, by Etgar Keret. “There’s this village in Uzbekistan that 
was built right smack at the mouth of Hell…”


March 2: Making Amends, by Jeffery Deaver. Inspired 
by the popular TV show My Name is Earl, Jamie Feldon feels 
it is time to make things right with the world. The world feels 
otherwise.


April 6: The Old Man, by Daphne du Maurier. The author 
of The Birds twists a tale of a strange family’s dark doings down 
by the lake. Also, Thus I Refute Beelzy, by John Collier. 
Simon’s father says that he’s too old for make-believe. Oh really? 


April 20: Reasons Unknown, by Stanley Ellin. Economic 
recession, tightening budgets, corporate downsizing, and who’ll 
pay in the end? Middle manager Morrison knows who.


May 4: The Small Assassin, by Ray Bradbury. In the old 
days, mothers often died in childbirth, but with advances in 
modern medicine, a murderous infant must be more resourceful 
now. 


May 18: Plan 19, by Jack Ritchie. Fred and Hector have 
cooked up eighteen plans for their big prison break, but it takes 
Big Duke to add that one missing ingredient: success. Also The 
Gun, by Ann Carol.


June 1: Dying Room Only, by Richard Matheson. On a 
hot desert highway, a last-chance café becomes just that for an 
unsuspecting couple. 


June 15: Family, by Dan Leone. The prodigal son returns 
home to find no fatted calf, but an unexpected girl in a bathtub.


July 6: The Lottery, by Shirley Jackson. If you know the 
ending to this infamous classic shocker, please keep it to 
yourself! Also Jack The Ripper, by Shirley Jackson.


July 20: Butch Minds the Baby, by Damon Runyon. In a 
classic yarn by the inimitable Brooklyn raconteur, matters grow 
complicated when a safecracker can’t get a babysitter on the 
night of the big heist.


Aug. 3: Game, by Herbert Kastle. This taut mid-century 
noir asks, will it be roadside romance, or road-kill?  Also The 
Dispatching of George Ferris, by Bill Pronzini. Murder is 
no laughing matter, except when it is.


Aug. 17: Of Missing Persons, by Jack Finney. Need to get 
away from it all? There’s a top secret travel agency that has just 
the ticket. Also Revival Meeting, by Dannie Plachta. 


Aug. 31: The Girl Who Married a Monster, by Anthony 
Boucher. Will Doreen’s May-December romance with a real 
ladykiller become “‘til death do us part?” Criminal mastermind 
Boucher keeps us guessing.


Sept. 21: The Silver Protector, by Ellis Parker Butler. 
Edgar develops a fool-proof method for foiling burglars, and he 
should know: he’s the biggest fool of all. Also Caught in the 
Act, by Bill Pronzini. How do you catch a thief who won’t steal 
anything?


Oct. 5: The Highboy, by Alison Lurie. People die, but their 
things live on, and some possessions are more earthly than 
others. Also Dead Women’s Things, by Kathy Chwedyk


Oct. 19: The Wrong Grave, by Kelly Link. Young Miles digs 
up his sweetheart to retrieve the poems he had buried with her, in 
this charming, offbeat ghost story.







Oct 26: Slowly, Slowly in the Wind, by Patricia Highsmith. 
Remember that house you were too scared to visit on 
Hallowe’en? Mean old man Skipperton’s place is worse, and wait 
‘til you see his yard decorations!


Nov. 2: Man from the South, by Roald Dahl. Just a friendly 
wager between two gentlemen, but somehow it got, well - out of 
hand. Also The Story About a Bus Driver Who Wanted to 
be God, by Etgar Keret.
 
Nov. 16: Hunters in the Snow, by Tobias Wolff. Three friends 
go into the woods on a dark winter’s day, but only two will return. 


Dec. 7: The Sadness of Detail, by Jonathan Carroll. A 
woman learns the unexpected subject of her idle sketches: God. 
Also In The Cards, by John Collier. If you could predict the 
future, would it really make a difference?


Dec. 21: Back for Christmas, by John Collier. Homicide: 
the gift that keeps on giving. Also The Leaf Sweeper, by 
Muriel Spark. The sole member of the Society for the Abolition 
of Christmas finds his holiday spirit at last.


Jan. 4, 2010:  Mr. Idd, by H.R.F. Keating. What would you 
call a man who seems to do all the things you secretly wish you 
could? Also The Innocent One, by Ed McBain. Poor Miguel, 
slaving away in the sun while his wife reclines in the shade …
alone? 


Feb 1, 2010: The Man Who Was the God of Love, by Ruth 
Rendell. Their marriage is blissfully happy, but then Helen learns 
that her husband is not the man she married. Also, Romance 
Lingers, Adventures Lives, by John Collier. Oh, what a 
little moonlight can do!


March 1, 2010: A Good Head for Murder, by Charles 
Runyon. Lost on a dark road in a strange country, and – wait: 
what’s that up ahead? No! It can’t be!  Also, more terror on a 
lonely road in We’ll Look After You, by Robin Klein
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Aug. 18
Jugged, by Elmore Leonard. A drunken brawl and a night in jail 
aren’t so bad for young Pete, until he learns his cell mate is the wildest 
man in the West.


Sept. 15
Decision, by Helen Nielsen.  The papers called her a “stony faced 
tigress” and an “iceberg killer,” but underneath it all she was just like 
you and me.


Oct. 6
The Crowd, by Ray Bradbury. The car wreck was terrible, but 
afterwards it was the ones who came running that he couldn’t forget, 
and couldn’t escape. 


Oct. 20
One Foot in the Grave, by Davis Grubb. When you lose a foot, 
you still feel the phantom limb. But what does the foot feel? Creepy fun. 
Also The Damned Thing, by Ambrose Bierce. What is the color 
of terror?      


Nov. 3
November Story, by Barbara Callahan.  On the eve of the 
election, a presidential candidate’s wife searches for a way out of 
limbo. Also Going Down? by Jack Ritchie. A curious approach to 
suicide prevention.


Nov. 17
The Cost of Kent Castwell, by Avram Davidson. They say 
good fences make good neighbors, but sometimes a fence just isn’t 
high enough. Also Crazy Old Lady, by Avram Davidson. “What 
is the world coming to?” she asked. Then she found the answer in her 
own handbag!


Dec. 1
Evening Primrose, by John Collier. At night, when the shoppers 
all leave, the department store takes on a bizarre life of its own, in this 
curiously horrifying tale.


Dec. 15 
A Merry Merry Christmas, by Ed McBain. Holiday cheer meets 
homicidal rage. Also The Twelve Terrors of Xmas, by John 
Updike, and Nackles, by Donald Westlake. You’ve heard of 
Santa Claus? Now meet the anti-Claus. 1000 Fourth Ave. • 206-386-4636 • www.spl.org
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Thrilling Tales for 2008
Love a good story? Sit back, relax, and escape from the everyday  


as we bring you gripping short stories expertly read, and  
well-calculated to keep you in suspense! Presented by  


The Seattle Public Library Fiction Department.
   


Jan. 7
The Razor, by Naoya Shiga If Sweeney Todd hasn’t scared you 
away from the barber, this classic tale of a stylist with the shakes will do 
the trick. Also Brother to the Machine, by Richard Matheson, 
author of I Am Legend. A man flees through a strange futuristic world, 
pursued by who, or what?


Feb. 4
A Season of Regret, by James Lee Burke. In this recent story 
by one of America’s great crime writers, mild-mannered Albert Hollister 
faces his inner demons when a rowdy biker gang rides into town and 
starts making trouble.


March 3
Piggy Bank Killer, by Jack Ritchie. A precocious child tries to 
take out a contract on his great-uncle’s life, for twenty-seven dollars 
and fifty-six cents. 


March 17
The Purple is Everything, by Dorothy Salisbury Davis. An art 
lover finds it necessary to liberate her favorite Monet from the museum. 
Also Victor Scarpazo, or The End of the Pursuit, by Marco 
Denevi. Sometimes you can get lost in a painting. 


April 7  
Winning the Game, by Rubem Fonseca. “He who dies with the 
most toys wins.” This Brazilian tale offers a chilling new twist on that 
maxim. Also McHenry’s Gift, by Mike MacLean. The drug kingpin 
was like a father to Dillon. Now he’s sent a package from the grave. 
*Note: This week’s Thrilling Tale will take place in Room 2, Level Four.


April 21
The Blessington Method, by Stanley Ellin. Here’s a brilliant 
new scheme for lessening the burden of that aging parent, no strings 
attached – or are there? Also Examination Day, by Henry Slesar. 
Please pick up your pencil and open your exam books to page one. 
Good luck: you’re going to need it!


May 5 
Renegade, by Shirley Jackson. Motherhood means many things: 
joy, pride, horror.  A deeply unsettling tale of a mom, her kids, and 
their bad dog.  Also Won’t Daddy Be Surprised? by Clements 
Jordan. Shhhh – Mommy’s cooking up a special surprise for Daddy, 
bless his crooked little heart!


May 19
Skin, by Roald Dahl. “Ars longa; Vita brevis.” Art is long, Life is 
short.  But what about tattoos? Dahl offers his own macabre take on the 
fickle fame of the flesh.


June 2
Interrogation, by Jeffrey Deaver. The detective has one last 
chance to learn a condemned man’s motive, but is it worth a one-way 
trip into a killer’s twisted mind?


June 16 
Silk Road, by Beatrix Kramolovsky. His father the homicide cop 
always works late, but Armin knows just how to get his dad’s attention. 
Also Going, Going, Gone, by Peter Blauner. Two distracted 
seconds was all it took for his child to step through the closing doors. 
The subway’s leaving. Now what? 


July 7
In a Grove, by Ryunosuke Akutagawa. A body is found amidst 
blood-stained bamboo, but who is the killer? The answer shifts each 
time a witness speaks. Also The Enormous $10, by Jack Ritchie.  
The auditor says the bank’s accounts are off and there’s hell to pay, but 
where did that extra $10 come from?


July 21
Leaving Nairobi, by Ed 
McBain. Newlyweds on safari 
encounter an animal far more 
dangerous than any elephant or 
lion: their human guide.


Aug. 4
Ransom, by Pearl S. Buck. “We 
have your son.” It may not be every 
parent’s nightmare, but it is every rich 
parent’s nightmare.






