Multnomah County Library
A sampling of youth services partners…current and past
Partners help to open new doors

By serving on community committees, like Multnomah County’s Leaders Roundtable Connecting for Kids’ Third Grade Reading Steering Committee, business and education leaders learned about the library’s efforts to reach children before reading problems surface (helped them make the connection between 3rd grade reading benchmarks and early literacy efforts that start at birth). 

Partnerships can be a mess
The Library Foundation secured a $150,000 two-year gift form UPS to revitalize our minimal New Parent Gift program. Two big bureaucracies working together has been interesting!

Symphony Storytime

An innovative partnership between the Multnomah County Library and the Oregon Symphony brings Symphony Storytimes to four area libraries each season (for ages 2-7 and their parents). Musicians give life to the storytelling experience by choosing and/or composing music that best illustrates the story and the characteristics of their instrument.

Every Family Reads
In 2008, Every Family Reads focused on bilingual children’s literature, including cross-promotion with the library’s eight Día de los Niños y Día de los Libros celebrations — a national program of the American Library Association that Multnomah County Library participates in annually. Author Pat Mora, Día’s national founder, was our featured children’s author for Every Family Reads 2008. A LIBROS staff member joined the 2008 Every Family Reads planning team. (LIBROS is a systemwide initiative at Multnomah County Library that connects the Spanish-speaking community with library services.) This person helped to identify and schedule Every Family Reads sign-ups at key community locations, including religious institutions, apartment complexes, ESL classes, and networked with partner agencies to maximize the program’s reach.
In total we expect over 22,500 young readers and parents will participate in the 2008 Every Family Reads program (program ends April 30, 2008).

Highlight Events:

Performance of Tomas & The Library Lady

4,036 children, teachers, and parents had an opportunity to see the Childsplay (from Arizona) performance of Tomas & The Library Lady. There were 10 performances over 4 days (March 5, 6, 7 and 8). We reserved eight of these were for partner school’s students; two were free to the public. Students from nine partner schools throughout Multnomah County participated.

Author visit with Pat Mora

Over 3,000 children, teachers, and parents met Pat Mora during her three-day visit to Multnomah County. Pat spoke six times during her visit and signed books for enthusiastic readers (April 10-12, 2008). We reserved four of Pat's appearances were reserved for partner school’s students (all ten partner schools participated). Two of Pat's presentations enlivened the kick-off of Día de los Niños y Día de los Libros at Midland Library.

Additional events
We offered 25 additional Every Family Reads events throughout the months of March and April at our 17 library locations:

· Delectable Designs with Cupcake Jones - Learn about the origins of foods like vanilla and chocolate found in this year's Every Family Reads book YUM! ¡MMMM! ¡QUÉ RICO! by Pat Mora. Then create a mouthwatering masterpiece of your own by frosting and garnishing your own cupcake!  

· Mother Nature's Garden – In this puppet show, a young gardener receives help from Mother Nature and Sammy Salmon in coping with pests and problems in her back yard. Participants will learn about gardening strategies that help protect wildlife and water quality.

· How to Haiku with Jamalieh Haley - Bring together the pleasures of reading and writing in this family workshop! Learn how to get inspired, talk about what you notice during the day and discover how to express yourself using the language of poetry!

· Yum!  Delicious Artworks with Kathy Karbo and Blanca Vazquez - Familiarize your family with the foods in this year's Every Family Reads book YUM! ¡MMMM! ¡QUÉ RICO! by Pat Mora.  Use potatoes, carrots, artichokes and other foods to stamp wonderful designs. Bilingual - Spanish/English presentation.  

· Yum!  Fun With Your Food – Hear a bilingual, English/Spanish, presentation of this year’s Every Family Reads book, YUM! ¡MMMM! ¡QUÉ RICO! by Pat Mora. Then, pick up simple, family friendly recipes featuring produce from the book. 

Partner Schools:

We selected ten partner schools through Multnomah County to participate in the 2008 program. Each partner school that applied to be a part of the project showed a deep commitment to making the experience as rich and rewarding for its students as possible. For example, Every Family Reads partner schools agreed to the following:


Encourage students’ families to read together during family time.


Encourage students’ families to value books and literacy in the home.


Distribute Every Family Reads gift books and material in a timely manner.


Return completed Every Family Reads pledges at the conclusion of the program.


Complete educator evaluations at the conclusion of the program.


Promote the Every Family Reads program in their parent newsletters and mailings.


Promote a link to the Every Family Reads website on their school’s website.


Host a family reading program or Día de los Niños y Día de los Libros activity in conjunction with the Every Family Reads program.

12,287 students and their families will participate through this partnership (formula 5,461 students X 1.25 adults for every student).

Partnerships within Multnomah County Library:
Multnomah County Library’s Books 2 U booktalking staff is promoting the Every Family Reads project in approximately 300 third, fourth and fifth grade classrooms throughout Multnomah County – reaching approximately 7,000 students and their teachers. The booktalkers bring each classroom promotional flyers and pledge forms for every student and two copies of the book, YUM! ¡MMMM! ¡QUÉ RICO! by Pat Mora as a classroom gift. They encourage the students to return their Every Family Reads pledge forms to the library to sign their family up for the program.
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