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CRAFTING COMMUNITY 
CONNECTIONS 

• Name five reasons why crafting is important and hear 

examples of how craft programs can build community and 

create connections at your library 

• Describe the steps necessary to put on a DIY Craftshop 

style program in your own library 

• Have hands on experience creating a small, but fabulous 

craft of your own 



According a 2015 study done by the 

NPD Group, (a market research 

group which monitors purchase 

sales over 165,000 stores) the sales 

of coloring and art supplies make up 

a 1.14 billion dollar market. 

 



R E A S O N  1  

CRAFTING SATISFIES THE 

HUMAN NEED TO CREATE 



- M A R K  H AT C H  

Making is fundamental to what it means to be 

human.  We must make, create, and express 

ourselves to feel whole. There is something 

unique about making physical things. Things we 

make are like little pieces of us and seem to 

embody portions of our soul. 



“Hands-on work satisfies our primal 

need to make things and could also 

be an antidote for our cultural 

malaise. “ 

 

 

 
Dr. Kelly Lambert 
Lifting Depression 

 

 

 

 

www.kellylambertlab.com   

 

- A R T  T H E R A P Y  H A P P I N E S S  P R O J E C T  

http://www.kellylambertlab.com/
http://www.kellylambertlab.com/


R E A S O N  2  

ALLOWS US TO FEEL  

LIKE WE’RE A PART OF 

SOMETHING BIGGER 



• Provides creative outlet 

(65%)  

• Enjoy making things for 

others (51%) 

• Provides a sense of 

accomplishment (44%) 

 

I N  A  2 0 1 4  S U RV E Y  

C O N D U C T E D  B Y  

C R A F T  YA R N  

C O U N C I L  A N D  

R E S E A R C H  I N C . O F  

AT L A N TA  G E O R G I A , 

W H E N  P E O P L E  W H O  

K N I T  O R  C R O C H E T  

W E R E  A S K E D  W H Y, 

T H E Y  R E S P O N D E D  

Knitting & crocheting 

(can be applied to other crafting activities)  



R E A S O N  3  

CRAFTING CAN BRING 

MEANING AND PRIDE  

TO OUR LIVES 



C A R R I E  B A R R O N , M . D. 
A U T H O R  O F   

T H E  C R E AT I V I T Y  C U R E :  H O W  T O  

B U I L D  H A P P I N E S S  W I T H  Y O U R  O W N  

T W O  H A N D S  ( S C R I B N E R ,  M AY  2 0 1 2 ) .   

“Creating something with your 

hands fosters pride and 

satisfaction, but also provides 

psychological benefits… 

when we make, repair or create 

things, we feel vital and effective.” 

 

 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-creativity-

cure/201205/creativity-happiness-and-your-own-two-hands 



R E A S O N  4  

CRAFTING MAKES US 

FEEL GOOD 



“…when we activate our own effort-

driven reward circuitry, it squirts a 

cocktail of feel-good 

neurotransmitters, including 

dopamine (the "reward" chemical), 

endorphins (released with 

exercise), and serotonin (secreted 

during repetitive movement).” 

 

Dr. Kelly Lambert,  

Lifting Depression 

 



R E A S O N  5  

CRAFTING TAKES US AWAY 

FROM OUR SCREEN /  TECH 

HEAVY LIVES 



- C N N . C O M  

H T T P : / / W W W. C N N . C O M /

2 0 1 6 / 0 6 / 3 0 / H E A LT H / A M E

R I C A N S - S C R E E N - T I M E -

N I E L S E N  

A 2016 Nielsen Company audience 

report reveals that adults in the 

United States devoted about 10 

hours and 39 minutes each day to 

consuming media during the first 

quarter of this year. 

The report, which was released 

Monday, included how much time 

we spend daily using our tablets, 

smartphones, personal computers, 

multimedia devices, video games, 

radios, DVDs, DVRs and TVs. 

 

 

http://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/reports/2016/the-total-audience-report-q1-2016.html
http://www.nielsen.com/us/en/insights/reports/2016/the-total-audience-report-q1-2016.html


A  L I B R A R Y ’ S  M I S S I O N  
S T AT E M E N T  

Multnomah County Library’s mission:  

Empowering our community to learn and create 

The Mission of Sherwood Public Library is  

to inspire discovery, enrich lives and build community through  

equitable access to life-long learning. 

The mission of  The New York Public Library  

is to inspire lifelong learning, advance knowledge, and strengthen our 

communities. 





CRAFTING, CONNECTIONS & 
COMMUNITY 







PINTEREST INSPIRED CRAFTS 



CANNED CRAFT IDEAS 



CHOOSING A CRAFT 

• Teach a skill 

• Encourage individual creativity 

• Have fun and promote pride in a creation 

 

I  MADE this! 



CHOOSING YOUR CRAFT 

• Do you have a dedicated program space?   

  How big is it? 

• Will you have anyone helping you with the program? 

• What’s the intended age of your participants? 

• What’s your personal crafting ability or comfort 

level? 



CHOOSING YOUR CRAFT 

• What basic skills will participants need?  

• What will they learn? 

• Consider seasonal interest 

• What’s your budget?  

• It should be fun! 

 



BRAINSTORMING 



S T R ET C H  Y O U R  
B U D G ET  



STRETCH YOUR BUDGET 

2015/16 

• Flower Crowns:   $38.29 

• Felted Acorns:   $25.94 

• Glitter Houses:  $40.64 

• Snow Globes:    $54.65 

• Wearable Art Pins:  $47.53 

• Pennant Banners:  $51.50 

• Embroidery Hoop Art:            $111.74 

• Paper Flowers:    

$0 

 

2016/17 

 

• Flower Crowns:   $39.17 

• Felted Acorns:   $0 

• Peg Dolls:   $39.17 

• Origami Light Strings :   $47.84 

• String Art:     $7.80 

• Stamp Carving:            $115.75  

• Hidden Book Safes  $83.47  



STRETCH YOUR BUDGET 

• Choose your craft wisely / choose budget friendly 

crafts 

• Shop early / plan ahead 

• Create a program around leftover supplies 

• Share your supplies 

• Donations are great! 

• Buy in bulk 

 



STRETCH YOUR BUDGET 

• Find unique uses for everyday items 

• Don’t be afraid to ask attendees to 

bring their own tools or to share 

available supplies during the program. 

• Invest in regularly used tools and 

supplies.  

 



STRETCH YOUR BUDGET 

2015/16 

• Flower Crowns:   $38.29 

• Felted Acorns:   $25.94 

• Glitter Houses:  $40.64 

• Snow Globes:    $54.65 

• Wearable Art Pins:  $47.53 

• Pennant Banners:  $51.50 

• Embroidery Hoop Art:            $111.74 

• Paper Flowers:  

 $0 

 

2016/17 

 

• Flower Crowns:   $39.17 

• Felted Acorns:   $0 

• Peg Dolls:   $39.17 

• Origami Light Strings :   $47.84 

• String Art:     $7.80 

• Stamp Carving:            $115.75  

• Hidden Book Safes  $83.47  



STRETCH YOUR BUDGET 

PREPACKAGED CRAFT KIT  

$28 EACH X 19 =$532  

DIY CRAFTSHOP SUPPLIES 

 X 19 = $39.17  



S E T  Y O U R S E L F  U P  
F O R  C R A F T I N G  
S U C C E S S  



MARKETING CREATIVITY 



SET THE SPACE TO ENCOURAGE 
COMMUNITY BUILDING 



PLAN AHEAD 

 BE A CRAFTING CHEERLEADER 



HAVE FUN! 

1. Crafting satisfies the human need to create 

2. Crafting allows us to feel like we’re a part of something bigger 

3. Crafting can bring meaning and pride to our lives  

4. Crafting makes us feel good 

5. Crafting takes us away from our screen and our tech heavy 

lives 



M I N I M I Z E  Y O U R  
C R A F T I N G  
P I T FA L LS   
W H E N  B A D  C R A F T S  H A P P E N  TO  G O O D  

P E O P L E  



MINIMIZE YOUR CRAFTING PITFALLS  
WHEN BAD CRAFTS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE  

• Limit the options 

• Control your supplies 

• Some participants are nervous about crafting 

• Ensure participants have enough time to finish their 

project 

• Know what you’re doing 

 



MINIMIZE YOUR CRAFTING PITFALLS 
WHEN BAD CRAFTS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE  

Do the craft!  



QUESTIONS? 



DIY CRAFTSHOP 
M I N I  WO R K S H O P  

F E LT E D  A C O R N  P E N D A N T  


