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Libros for Oregon 

ÅBackground: the conversation(s) 

ÅThe grant 

ÅThe FIL (Guadalajara Book Fair) 

ÅThe Advisory Council 

ÅNow what? 

ÅThen what? 

ÅPanel and Q & A 

ÅBooks! 
 



Background: The Conversation(s) 

The perennial challenge: Acquiring good books in Spanish for our libraries!  
 
Å Materials reflecting and honoring the experiences of people in our service populations 
Å Written originally in Spanish 
Å Formats suitable for libraries 
Å Available for purchase 
 
 
Fall of 2015: Oregon library listserv discussion  
Å Not enough satisfactory resources yet in the US  
Å Challenges of sending staff to the important Guadalajara book fair  

ï biggest Spanish-language book fair in the world 
ï 2017 = 31st year  
ï More about this later 

 
California library book-buying collaborative?  
Å ²Ƙȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ hǊŜƎƻƴ? 

 



Applying for the Grant 

Conversations: 
 
ÅListserv: late fall 2015 

 
ÅJanuary 2016: gathered listserv conversation participants, 

OLA & REFORMA Oregon members, Katie Anderson 
 

ÅHustle!  
ïLSTA review in February 
ïSubmitted grant application in April 
ïPhew! 



The Grant: Outline 

ÅThe idea: to support Spanish-language 
collection development for participating 
Oregon libraries.  

 

ÅThe goal: for Spanish-speaking Oregonians 
statewide -- especially in rural areas -- to have 
improved access to high quality, culturally 
relevant collections.  



Libros for Oregon: Three Parts 

BUYING BOOKS AT THE FIL:  
Form an Oregon library book-buying cooperative (with new participants 
each year) to purchase materials for members at the International Book 
Fair (FIL) in Guadalajara 

 
OUTREACH:  

Help participating libraries to develop and implement outreach plans for 
connecting their enhanced collections with their Hispanic/Latino 
communities 

 
BOOKLIST:  

Create ŀ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ CL[έ ōƻƻƪƭƛǎǘ όŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ¦{ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅύ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
Oregon libraries to use in collection development.  

 
 



(The Grant: bonus outcome) 

 
In Advisory Council conversations this spring, another desirable 
project outcome has emerged:  

 

Increase future Oregon library participation in the FIL, by:  

ÅIncreasing statewide understanding of the ALA-FIL Free 
Pass program;  

ÅSupporting peer sharing about the FIL; and thereby  

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ hǊŜƎƻƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ to participate in 
the FIL in future. 

 



The Planning Year 

ÅY1: July 2016-June 2017 
 
ÅHow will it work? 

 
ÅConvene Advisory Council 

 
ÅWilsonville sends Deborah to Guadalajara Book Fair  
ïKind of a dry run 
ïShadow WCCLS  

 

Å Y2: Implementation, ie. trial run 
 



The Guadalajara International Book Fair! 



FIL: The Basics 
Å Biggest Spanish-language 

book fair in the world 
ï 2016 was 30th anniversary 
ï 9 days (and nights!) long 

 
Å Book professionals from all 

over the world 
ï Authors, literary agents, 

librarians, booksellers and 
of course publishers 

ï More than 2,042 publishing 
houses from 47 countries 

ï 300,000+ titles  
ï 1,500+ librarians from Latin 

America attend 
 

Å άhǾŜǊ уллΣунмέ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ 
2016 



FIL: The Basics 
 

ÅMassive literary 
arts festival and 
cultural event 

ïMusic, theater, 
workshops, 
performances, art, 
author talks, 
lectures 

ïDay and night 

ïFIL Niños 



Well over 800,000* visitors 

άhǾŜǊ уллΣунмέ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ нлмс 



LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘŀȅǎΗ 



The Professional Days 
Å Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday 
Å Only registered book professionals  
Å 12 hour days 
Å Hydrate! 
Å Wear good ǎƘƻŜǎΧ 



Working with a vendor 

ÅPurchasing & shipping 

ÅHelpful assistant 

ÅSticky note system 

 

 



(To be fair, no one can resist the luchadores) 





Books books books! 





El Bebé es un Mamífero 

Cero racismo y más zanahorias 

(Zero racism & more carrots) 
(A Baby is a Mammal) 



Hard-to-find early readers 

El monstruo y la bibliotecaria 



Fancy Book Stacking is a Thing 

chevron 

spiral 



 
Surprisingly Affordable:  

The ALA-FIL Free Pass Program 
 ÅA long-standing 

partnership: since 
1999 

Å3 nights at the Hotel 
Guadalajara Plaza 
López Mateos  

Å3 (or 6) continental 
breakfasts 

ÅFIL Registration,     
courtesy of FIL 

Å$100 toward the 
cost of airfare, 
courtesy of ALA 



.ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΗ 

Also:  
 
Å FIL offers an additional $100 to 

the first 100 applicants who 
submit their airfare confirmation 
by October 2nd 

 

More info at : 
http:// www.ala.org/offices/iro/awar
dsactivities/guadalajarabook 

 
Å Also, food happens sometimes... 
 
 
 

http://www.ala.org/offices/iro/awardsactivities/guadalajarabook
http://www.ala.org/offices/iro/awardsactivities/guadalajarabook
http://www.ala.org/offices/iro/awardsactivities/guadalajarabook
http://www.ala.org/offices/iro/awardsactivities/guadalajarabook


ALA Gala Publisher Dinner 

Publisher presentations 
(Mariachis  

can hamper conversation) 



Vendor Dinner 

Santo Coyote 



Vendor 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƻƴǘΩŘ 

A little dinner entertainment 
Huichol jaguar  

oversees Dessert Island 



{ƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΧ 

ΧǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǊƛŀŎƘƛǎ 

A party to which I was not invited 



bƻ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ 



Searching, sorting, stacking, unwrapping, calculating, 
ǊŜŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΧ 



Not everyone makes it through. 

(Okay, everyone makes it through. But I saw this squashed roach on the walk to 
the Expo Center on the third day and at that particular moment it spoke to me.) 


