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T h e m e

How do I find a theme that'll work for my organization?

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

EMPLOYEE INTERESTS

LOCAL HISTORY

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

LIBRARY EVENTS



Theme 

Example:  Oregon Aviat ion Historical  Society
Cottage Grove Partners in History member 

Yearly exhibit in the library

Interesting collections items

Oregon Aviation Historical Society. "Aviator's license for Myron Buswell." OAHS Facebook Page, March 9, 2018. Accessed March 26, 2018.



Demographics

D o  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  a b o u t  y o u r  l i b r a r y  p o p u l a t i o n :  
c e n s u s  d a t a  h e l p s ,  s o  d o e s  l o o k i n g  a t  c a r d  h o l d e r  
a n d  p r o g r a m m i n g  s t a t s .
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Programming

I s  i t  r e l a t e d  t o  a n  a g e  s p e c i f i c  p r o g r a m ?  A d j u s t  y o u r  
v o c a b u l a r y  t o  m a t c h .

Loca l  In teres t

E v e r y  p l a c e  h a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y .  

Divers i ty

E d u c a t i o n a l  o u t r e a c h  v i a  e x h i b i t s :  w h a t  
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  g r o u p s  a r e  i n  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ?



Theme comes  f i r s t
Bui ld  a  central  idea
Brie f  in tro  descr ip t ion
Sec t ions
Objec t s
Conc lus ion
Credi t s/Ci ta t ions
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Curat ion :  
s e l ec t  a  f ew  

ob jec t s  to  
represent  an  

idea  or  
phenomenon .  
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Utting, Kevin. “bric-a-brac.” Flickr, November 7, 2009. 
Accessed on April 5, 2018.

LBJ Library. "DIG13766-024." Flickr, June 23, 2015. 
Accessed on April 5, 2018.
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Types of Exhibition Labels
Introductory text

Group (or section) labels

Object labels 

Credits and acknowledgements

200 words or less 

100 words or less

Object ID & 50 word caption
Object ID: Artist or maker; Title, 
date; Medium; Credit line

cite your sources and thank 
your sponsors/partners
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Hands-On Exercise
Make an object label for this object:

50 words or less



white space & noise

White  Space
If you crowd a presentation or visual

with too much text, it gets

overwhelming. Social scientists call

the effect "cognitive overload."



accessibility

E A S Y  T O  S E E  
E A S Y  T O  R E A D
E A S Y  T O  U N D E R S T A N D

Depolo, Steven. "Little Black Girl Measure Height 3' 6" Ruler Manhattan Park 
Playground." Flickr, October 23, 2010. Accessed April 5, 2018.

PaxeAxe23. "Disabled access?" Flickr, October 21, 
2006. Accessed April 5, 2018.



Cite  your  sources
Use  the  same  c i ta t ion  
s ty l e  everywhere
Check  for  usage  r i ght s  
on  images
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Canva :  f r ee  des ign  too l  
Large  format  pr inters
Cos tco  photo  pr int ing

Resources

American Alliance of Museums. "Excellence in Label Writing." American Alliance of 
Museums, n.d. Accessed March 25, 2018. 

Cailloux, Philippe. "Planning a Photography Exhibit." Photsy, March 13, 2010. Accessed 
March 25, 2018. 

"Exhibition Planning." Gould Library Research Guides, March 15, 2018. Accessed March 
25, 2018. 

Gonzalez, Jennifer. "Are You a Curator or a Dumper?" Cult of Pedagogy, February 4, 2018. 
Accessed March 25, 2018. 

Smithsonian Accessibility Program. "Smithsonian Guidelines for Accessible Exhibition 
Design." Smithsonian, n.d. Accessed March 25, 2018. 

Vergeront, Jeanne. "Engaging Audiences Strategically." Museum Notes, May 2, 2011. 
Accessed March 25, 2018.


