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The Teens Top 
Ten List

What is it?

● Year-long project of the 
Young Adult Library Services 
Association

● Teen read, review, nominate, 
and vote on the books

● Any teen can nominate, but 
most nominations come from 
the 20 panel-member libraries

● NO ADULTS ALLOWED!!





The Timeline
When does it all happen?

● Top 25 announced in April

● Voting nationwide from 
August 15-October 10 (or so)

● Final list announced during 
Teen Read Week in 
mid-October



The Application

Sonja’s reasons:

Increase Western voice in the list

See more diversity on the list

Teen reasons:

More books

Being ahead of everyone

“Reader of influence”

Why we did it



The 
Commitment

Find at least one teen to read each 
book sent by the publisher

Teens read, then fill out an online 
review

Reviews are sent monthly to Sonja 
for additions/corrections

Then reviews are sent directly to 
the publishers

Panels have to vote to narrow 75 to 
25 between February 1 and April 1

What we actually signed up for



The 
Consequences

Contact information is released to 
all YA publishers in the US and 
Canada

Packages arrive several times 
weekly.

About 1,500 ARCs received in 
2017. The pace seems to have 
increased in 2018.

What we weren’t quite ready for 
or 

SO MANY BOOKS!!



The Books

Lots of fiction

Lots of romance (too much?)

More high school than middle grade

Non-fiction - mostly memoir

NOT the “huge” releases

What do we get?



Awesome 
Sauce

Telling people “oh, I read that 
MONTHS ago” when a new book 
comes out

Pleasant surprises

Helping authors and publishers

No fines!Our “secret” club

You feel like you are a part of something 
bigger than yourself and important.



Cover Stories ...



Heavy Sigh

Some books really suck - and you 
have no one to warn you

Surprise inappropriate content

It is a LOT of reading for busy 
people

ARC fatigue

The hard parts



Who are we?
This is not a good fit for every 

reader

Someone who reads very widely 
and is not choosy about genre

Risk-takers - willing to try anything

Readers who like to talk about 
books

Reliable people who follow through



Writing Reviews …



We wish ...

We don’t like romance as much as 
you clearly think we do

We’re not quite ready for 
six-boobed centaurs and “sex lube”

Weird names are just … weird 
(Soup? Really??)

We are excited to see more books 
about social change

Publishers and authors knew ...



Book Talks
The Best (and Less) of What We’ve Read
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Find out more about 
YALSA’S Teens Top Ten

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/teenstopten

Promote the nominees and voting!

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/teenstopten



