
Collection Development Policies
Creating Guides for the Future of the UO Libraries

Presented by Miriam Rigby at the Oregon Library Association Conference
in Eugene, OR - April 20, 2018



The Project: 
Updating Policies from the 80s



Example Policy
Ethnic Studies 1988

before Ethnic Studies
was even an independent program



The Goal
A stable foundation that can stand the test of time 
(modifications permitted)



Problem to Solve
Retaining knowledge when a subject specialist leaves

(whatever the reason)



Taking the Lead
Following a template for uniformity and ease of use



The Template
University of Oregon Libraries

[Name of Discipline] Collection Development
Policy Statement

Creation Date:
Latest Revision Date:
Name of Subject Specialist:

1. Purpose
a. Overview:
b. Degrees, majors, special emphases:

2. Scope
a. Languages:
b. Geographic coverage:
c. Chronological coverage:

3. Formats
a. Included:
b. Excluded:

4. Subject and Collecting Depth (Principal Collection Areas):

Depth Level Key:

1. Basic Information Level

2. Instructional Support Level

3. Research Level 

4. Comprehensive Level
Range Description Collection Depth
PA0-PA199 Classical Philology 2
PA201-PA1179 Greek Language 4
PA2001-PA2995 Latin Language 2
PA3000-PA3049 Classical Literature, General 3
PA3050-PA5999 Greek Literature 4
PA6000-PA8596 Latin Literature 1

(Example chart – not actual collection depth at the UO)

5. Institutional repository & digitization projects (list):

6. Other related collections of note (e.g., special collections):

7. Other comments:



The Template Applied
Ethnic Studies Collection Development Policy 2015

(Some language taken from the UO Ethnic Studies Program Website)

…



The Template as Living Document
Ethnic Studies Collection Development Policy 2015 – Updates Forthcoming



Implementation and Results 
Over 60 collection development policies with matching frameworks
Useable by anyone who is picking up a new subject area or wants to 
learn about other areas of collection 



Possibilities for The Future
Adding a template for tracking changes
New applications for collaborative 
collection development



Thank You!

And thanks to the 
Collection Managers Group 
at the UO Libraries

and all of the Subject Specialists 
at the UO Libraries 
for their work on the 
collection development policies

All photos taken by Miriam Rigby
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