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Introduction and Land Acknowledgment

My name is Emily O’Neal, I work as the Technical Services Manager 
at Deschutes Public Library in Bend Oregon.  

Bend, Oregon is on the traditional homelands of Confederated Tribes 
of Warm Springs, in particular, the Northern Paiute peoples.



Step 1 – Out with the old, in with the 
improved!

Photo credit: http://www.onyxtruth.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/brown-liquor-experience-onyx-truth-podcast-network-onyx-truth.jpg



Alternative Vocabularies to LCSH
IDENTIFYING TERMS – GOVERNMENT 
PROTECTED CLASSES

Race

Color

Religions

National Origin

Age (40+)

Sex

Disability

ADDED AREAS OF FOCUS TO INCLUDE:

◦ Sexual orientation
◦ Familial status
◦ Veteran status
◦ Genetic info
◦ Pregnancy





Step 2 – think like your user
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If “this”, replace with/add “that”



Great job finding terms! Now what?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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“Shout out!” 
to Backstage
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Example: BIPOC
https://dpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=BIPOC&searchType=smart

https://dpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=BIPOC&searchType=smart


Automatic, but not perfect
You will still need catalogers for the grey areas! No computer program can do all of the work.

You can add the broader terms with more confidence but narrower terms will need human 
intervention

◦ Example:
◦ Adding Native American tribe and region information
◦ Okay to add “Economic status” to all books with subject heading “poverty” but cannot immediately add “poverty” to all subject headings 

with “Economic status”.

Be careful with full removal of subject headings
◦ Remember this is an access point – would someone still use that term to search by?
◦ If so, is that term so offensive that you are accepting removal of the access point in favor of a more sensitive 

catalog?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 
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OLA – TSRT Critical Cataloging Repository
§https://www.olaweb.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=art
icle&id=322

https://www.olaweb.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=322


Improve access of our Indigenous Tribal 
content
https://dpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S94C1851178

https://dpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S94C1851178




Remember that the catalog is an extension of 
your library, it is a part of your brand and the 
words and terms used represent you. Make 

sure you can stand behind those words.



Thank you!

Emily O’Neal: emilyo@dpls.lib.or.us
Casey Cheney: ccheney@bslw.com
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