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OLA 2021 Legislative Priority Bills (as of 4/23/2021)

1. HB 5017 – Oregon State Library Budget Bill, which includes Ready to Read
funding

a. Public hearing (recording) held February 10; oral and written
testimony submitted on behalf of OLA and individually by several
OLA members.

b. Awaiting additional action in Ways and Means.

2. HB 2919 – Higher Ed Course Material Cost Transparency

a. Public hearing (recording) held February 25; oral and written
testimony submitted on behalf of OLA-ACRL and Statewide Open
Education Library Services, and individually by several students.

b. Passed House Floor unanimously.

c. Referred to Senate Education Committee and awaiting additional
action.

3. SB 552 now SB 226 – Study on Education System of the State (-4
Amendment addresses [School Library] Media Program Standards)

a. SB 226 passed committee 3 – 2.

b. Referred to Ways and Means; no action scheduled yet.
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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB5017
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021021164
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Testimony/HB5017
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2919
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021021370
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/SB226
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/20103
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/20103


4. HB 5012 – Judicial Department Budget Bill, which includes funding for
County Law Libraries

a. Public hearing (recording) held on April 14; oral and written
testimony submitted on behalf of OLA and individually by OLA
member.

b. Awaiting referral to Full Ways and Means Committee

5. HB 3256 – Telecommunications Bill (-5 Amendment creates “Connecting
Oregon Libraries Fund”)

a. Passed committee unanimously after public hearing and multiple
work sessions.

b. Referred to Ways and Means; no action scheduled yet.

Other Legislative Issues

Advocating for American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) economic recovery funding
(allocated to the State) to be dedicated to special districts, which includes special
library districts.

● OLA letter to Governor Brown in support of fund allocations to special
districts:
https://www.olaweb.org/assets/Legislative/21_04_07%20OLA%20Support%2
0for%20Special%20Library%20Districts%20and%20ARPA.pdf

● State of Oregon Newsroom, "Governor Kate Brown Announces 10-Point
Economic Recovery Plan to Help Oregon Families and Businesses":
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=54384

● KATU, "Oregon to get more than $4 billion for state, local government from
American Rescue Plan":
https://katu.com/news/following-the-money/oregon-to-get-more-than-4-bi
llion-for-state-local-government-from-american-rescue-plan

Promoting the Build America’s Libraries Act (BALA), a bipartisan bill in Congress
which would fund upgrades to the nation's library infrastructure.

● American Libraries Association, Build Americas Libraries:
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/buildlibraries

● Eugene Register-Guard Op-Ed, “Libraries Are a Community’s Cornerstone”
by Kate Lasky and Emily David:
https://www.olaweb.org/assets/Legislative/registerguard.com-Libraries%20
are%20a%20communitys%20cornerstone%20%281%29.pdf
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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB5012
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/mediaplayer/?clientID=4879615486&eventID=2021041131
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Testimony/HB5012
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB3256
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/ProposedAmendment/19642
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319
https://www.olaweb.org/assets/Legislative/21_04_07%20OLA%20Support%20for%20Special%20Library%20Districts%20and%20ARPA.pdf
https://www.olaweb.org/assets/Legislative/21_04_07%20OLA%20Support%20for%20Special%20Library%20Districts%20and%20ARPA.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/newsroom/pages/NewsDetail.aspx?newsid=54384
https://katu.com/news/following-the-money/oregon-to-get-more-than-4-billion-for-state-local-government-from-american-rescue-plan
https://katu.com/news/following-the-money/oregon-to-get-more-than-4-billion-for-state-local-government-from-american-rescue-plan
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/127/text?r=3&s=1
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/buildlibraries
https://www.olaweb.org/assets/Legislative/registerguard.com-Libraries%20are%20a%20communitys%20cornerstone%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.olaweb.org/assets/Legislative/registerguard.com-Libraries%20are%20a%20communitys%20cornerstone%20%281%29.pdf


LDLC Resources

OLA-LDLC website

https://cutt.ly/OLA-Legislation-Committee

and found under OLA Units → Committees → Library Development & Legislation

OLA’s Engage website
(Engage is a platform provided by ALA to every state’s library association for
legislative advocacy purposes)

cqrcengage.com/alaor

and currently linked to from OLA homepage (see “Take Action!” in right-hand
navigation) AND LDLC website (see “Other Resources”)
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https://cutt.ly/OLA-Legislation-Committee
https://cqrcengage.com/alaor

