
Shelly Buchanan PhD

Arbor School Librarian & Teacher
San Jose State School of Information Adjunct Professor

shellycbuchanan@gmail.com 

Let the Learners Drive
with Student-Driven Inquiry

 



➢ My personal observations
➢ My personal classroom experience
➢ My feelings of urgency to research & 

develop the unique framework

My Story





➢ Why the Research
➢ The Research
➢ The SDI Learning Framework 

& Implementation
➢ Q & A

Our Road Trip Today



Landscapes of Investigation

➢ Inquiry-Based Learning

➢ Information Literacy

➢ Student Motivation

➢ Self-Determination Theory in Education 



Self-Determination Theory  
            (Deci & Ryan, 2000; Niemiec & Ryan, 2009)

➢ Autonomy

➢ Competence 

➢ Relatedness 



Research Findings
             In SDI, via the Independent Project students experience...

➢ Autonomy

➢ Motivation and Engagement

➢ Academic Challenge

➢ Research Raper as Foundational

➢ Stress (Eustress?)

➢ Available Support

➢ Expertise

➢ Satisfaction/Enjoyment 
                                                               (Buchanan, 2021)





Why a road trip with your students? 



Because the IP experience generates… 
➢ DISCERNMENT

➢ CURATION

➢ READING 

➢ SHARING & PRESENTING 

➢ CURIOSITY

➢ CREATIVITY & INNOVATION

➢ DIFFERENTIATION

➢ IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT

➢ IMMERSION

➢ AUTONOMY

➢ MOTIVATION & ENGAGEMENT

➢ ACADEMIC CHALLENGE

➢ RESEARCH PAPER AS 
FOUNDATIONAL

➢ (motivational) STRESS

➢ AVAILABLE SUPPORT

➢ EXPERTISE (or Deeper Learning)

➢ SATISFACTION/ENJOYMENT

      (Buchanan, 2018) 









Via the Independent Project, 
               students take control as they....
➢ Tune the Car

➢ Explore Routes

➢ Start the Engine

➢ Hit the Road

➢ Put in the Miles 

➢ Prep for the Car Show

➢ Share the Memories

➢ Assess the Trip

➢ Plan for the Next One

➢ Reflect Throughout





Independent Project 
Deliverables

➢ Research Paper or Other Writing

➢ Learning Object

➢ Presentation





TUNE THE CAR…

➢ Grab a teaching partner 
➢ Build excitement & anticipation
➢ Develop a culture of curiosity



EXPLORE ROUTES…

➢ Explore & share travels
➢ Write Logs/journals/blogs
➢ Examine former student work
➢ Write proposals (& essential/guiding questions)
➢ Peer & teacher review



Student Project Topics





➢ Create timeline
➢ Establish cohorts
➢ Strategize
➢ Begin research
➢ Draft rubrics 

START THE ENGINE…



HIT THE ROAD...

➢ Research topic using info texts
➢ Evaluate sources
➢ Focus inquiry
➢ Field trips, mentors
➢ Revisit rubrics 
➢ Conduct check-ins & mini-lessons
➢ Hold open critiques/Craftsmanship





➢ REFLECTION & REVISION

MAKE COURSE 
CORRECTIONS...



ASSESS THE ROAD TRIP...
Flipgrid





PUT IN THE MILES...

➢ Writing Workshop

○ Engaging in Peer Feedback

○ Revising

○ Mini-conferences with Teachers

○ More Revising



➢ REFLECTION & REVISION

MAKE COURSE 
CORRECTIONS...



PREP FOR THE CAR SHOW...

➢ Creating an Learning Artefact

➢ Considering Audience, Q & A

➢ Practicing Sharing 

➢ Engaging in Peer Feedback

➢ Mini-conferencing w/ Teachers

➢ Revising presenatation





SHARE THE MEMORIES...

➢ Gallery Walk

➢ Showcase & Spotlight

➢ Classroom/School Presentations

➢ Digital Sharing

➢ Other Special Event



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yB0jBst1WfM




http://vimeo.com/68024671

    

http://vimeo.com/68024671


➢ Reflecting 
○ Journals
○ Cohort Sharing
○ Conferencing with Teacher

➢ Summative Assessment
○ Descriptive
○ Collaborative

ASSESS THE ROAD TRIP...



➢ Reflecting 

○ Journals

○ Cohort Sharing

○ Conferencing with Teacher

PLAN FOR THE NEXT ONE..





Flexible Framework
➢ exploring 
➢ background knowledge 

development
➢ immersing  & curating
➢ reflecting
➢ reading, viewing, listening
➢ writing
➢ questioning, discussing, 

wondering, 
➢ reflecting

➢ more writing
➢ reflecting
➢ exploring multiple 

perspectives
➢ more writing
➢ creating
➢ sharing
➢ reflecting
➢ revising, writing, creating
➢ presenting
➢ more reflecting



    



“Are you involved in any school work, professional work, or 
personal projects or hobbies connected to your past 
Independent Projects?”

Follow-up Survey of Past Students



Former Students Share...



Former Students Share...



Former Student Shares...
(flicker.com)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/matthewragan/7022416053/in/photostream/


National School Library Standards Connections

AASL 



Where do you see opportunity for the Independent 
Project in your school, library, institution?

OR

https://tinyurl.com/76e2fkak



“Education is not preparation 
for life; education is life itself.”  - John Dewey

“You don't learn to play baseball by a year of 
batting practice.”     -David Perkins Making Learning Whole

 

Q & A



shellycbuchanan@gmail.com


