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OLA’s Technical Services Round Table
TSRT Business Meeting

Friday 4/26, 7:30-8:30 am

Join us! Santiam 6

TSRT Home Page on 
Oregon Library 
Association website 

https://www.olaweb.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=322


Why?

● Inclusive, respectful, more precise language
● Terms that people use to describe themselves
● Recognition of whole personhood (all aspects)
● Anti-oppressive librarianship (work-in-progress)

“Huzzah!  I’m a whole person. Thank you, LOC.  
Now do…all the other peoples!”



Multnomah County Library

Oldest public library on the West Coast (founded 1864)
Number of libraries: 19
Service area: Multnomah County, including Portland, Fairview, 
Gresham and Troutdale
Population served: 810,242

To facilitate and inspire learning, the library 
invests in specialized, culturally and 
linguistically relevant expertise and support to 
build active, trusting relationships with learners 
of all ages, from birth through adulthood. (from 
MCL strategic plan goals)



“We Speak Your Language” at Multnomah County Library

We Speak Your Language collections:
● Chinese 
● Russian
● Spanish (what I’m going to talk about today)
● Vietnamese

Subject headings for Spanish Language materials
● Bilindex (bidex)
● Queens Public Library Library (qlsp)



Source for Spanish Language Headings
LC Subject Headings in Spanish // Encabezamientos de materia LC en español

Free!
Search English or Spanish

…but…

Search limitations
No updates since 2007
How long will it last?



Some Issues lcsh-es.org Search



Some Issues lcsh-es.org Search

Image from luckypalm.com



Why Biblioteca Nacional de España (BNE) headings?
Accurate/Authoritative

Created and maintained by a national library

Comprehensive

Over four million headings

Genre/Form terms

Up-to-date

Currency - recently added headings

Ongoing updates for existing headings



Comprehensive & current
BNE LCSH
Cocina vegana Vegan cooking
Ecosistemas Biotic communities
Empleo precario Precarious employment
Generación Y, Generación Z Generation Y, Generation Z
Medios sociales Social media
Pandemia de la Covid-19, 2020- COVID-19 Pandemic, 2020-
Personas transgénero Transgender people
Sensibilidad (Psicología) Sensitivity (Personality trait)
Té de kombucha Kombucha tea
Trata de personas Human trafficking



Genre/Form Headings in BNE
Books
Autobiografías
Cómics
Cuentos
Libros ilustrados
Mangas
Novelas LGTBI+
Novelas románticas
Poesías
Publicaciones de autoayuda
Recetas

Video
Cine de animación
Comedias cinematográficas
Documentales
Películas de zombis

Music
Canciones
Música notada
Música popular



Why WorldShare Record Manager?



Searching in WorldShare Record Manager

So many Authority Files!

Search LCSH terms for equivalent 
BNE terms



Finding BNE heading by searching LCSH terms 
  (“Linking Entry” indexes)

For example:
LCSH = Kombucha tea



No WorldShare access? Other options 
Search directly in BNE authority file

Search catalogs for libraries that create and assign Spanish language 
subject headings:
● Queens Public Library
● San Francisco Public Library



What next? 
Evaluate Spanish language headings at MCL

● Do we continue to accept Bilindex and Queens headings?
● Local headings?
● Could LC Subject Headings in Spanish (lcsh-es.org) be 

updated?  
● New cooperative Spanish-language authority file?



State Library of Oregon
VISION

Equitable access to library and information 
services for the people of Oregon.

MISSION

The State Library of Oregon cultivates, 
preserves, and delivers library and information 
services to foster lifelong learning and 
community engagement.



State Library of Oregon
● The Library Support and Development Services Division provides 

leadership, grants, and other assistance to improve library service for all 
Oregonians

● The Oregon Talking Book and Braille Library provides free library 
services to Oregonians with print disabilities

● The Government Information and Library Services Division provides 
information services to state employees and legislators and provides 
permanent public access to state government publications

● The Operations Division provides administrative functions
● Established as the Oregon Library Commission in 1905



Why Homosaurus?
● International database of LGBTQ+ terms
● Companion to broad subject term vocabularies, such as the 

Library of Congress Subject Headings  
● Means of enhancing catalog records
● Increasing the discoverability of LGBTQ+ resources
● Use of words that people use to describe themselves
● Recognition of the full personhood of individuals
● We are all serving LGBTQ+ people



Some Homosaurus terms with analogous LCSH
Homosaurus LCSH

LGBTQ+ people Sexual minorities

LGBTQ+ adoption Gay adoption

LGBTQ+ parents Sexual minority parents

LGBTQ+ people in recovery Sexual minorities--Substance use

LGBTQ+ people in the military Gay military personnel

LGBTQ+ unhoused people Homeless persons AND Sexual minorities

LGBTQ+ veterans Sexual minority veterans

LGBTQ+ youth Sexual minority youth

Mental health care for LGBTQ+ people Sexual minorities--Mental health



Some Homosaurus terms without an equivalent LCSH
● AIDS memorial quilts
● Birth certificate 

amendments
● Domestic partnerships
● Family members
● Gender diversity

● Legal status
● LGBTQ+ personal and   

family law
● LGBTQ+ youth literature
● Men who have sex with men
● Women who have sex with 

women



Registering births under Oregon’s domestic partnership law : 
fast facts (DHS, 2008)



Subjects in Bibliographic Record in Connexion





Authority Record* in Local ILS

*only if this is a tool 
that serves you 
and your library 
users well!!



Snapshot at the State Library of Oregon

● There are 829 bibliographic records in our catalog with 
at least one Homosaurus term

● We are using 101 terms from the Homosaurus 
vocabulary (out of 3,086)

● Work remains in progress
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Further reading / Resources
Catálogo BNE Autoridades
http://catalogo.bne.es/uhtbin/authoritybrowse.cgi?lang=es

OCLC Support - BNE Authorities
https://help.oclc.org/Metadata_Services/WorldShare_Record_Manager/Authority_records/Work_with_
authority_records/BNE_Authorities 

Libros for Oregon cataloging guidelines
https://www.librosfororegon.org/cataloging

The Cataloging Lab
https://cataloginglab.org/ 

Cataloging Code of Ethics Steering Committee
https://sites.google.com/view/cataloging-ethics/home

http://catalogo.bne.es/uhtbin/authoritybrowse.cgi?lang=es
https://help.oclc.org/Metadata_Services/WorldShare_Record_Manager/Authority_records/Work_with_authority_records/BNE_Authorities
https://help.oclc.org/Metadata_Services/WorldShare_Record_Manager/Authority_records/Work_with_authority_records/BNE_Authorities
https://www.librosfororegon.org/cataloging
https://cataloginglab.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/cataloging-ethics/home


Further reading / Resources
Homosaurus Vocabulary 
https://homosaurus.org/ 

Homosaurus Documentation and Implementation guide 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PgwSKGHnr4dokazFRbkoqQuYWbw8c_0LWYw0L2rkyAw/edit?
usp=sharing 

Orbis Cascade Alliance Homosaurus Training Resources and FAQ 
https://www.orbiscascade.org/programs/scts/technical-services/documentation/homosaurus-trainin
g-resources-and-faq/ 

Gender and Sexuality Funnel Project 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/saco/gender-sexuality-funnel.html 

https://homosaurus.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PgwSKGHnr4dokazFRbkoqQuYWbw8c_0LWYw0L2rkyAw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PgwSKGHnr4dokazFRbkoqQuYWbw8c_0LWYw0L2rkyAw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.orbiscascade.org/programs/scts/technical-services/documentation/homosaurus-training-resources-and-faq/
https://www.orbiscascade.org/programs/scts/technical-services/documentation/homosaurus-training-resources-and-faq/
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/saco/gender-sexuality-funnel.html


Questions? Comments? Contact!
Heather Pitts (she/her)
Cataloging Services and Digital Collections Librarian
State Library of Oregon, Government Information & Library Services
heather.pitts@slo.oregon.gov 

Robert Kohl (he/him)
Cataloging Librarian
Multnomah County Library
robertk6@multco.us 

mailto:heather.pitts@slo.oregon.gov
mailto:robertk6@multco.us

