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Welcome! 

Been a librarian 32 years.
Mostly as a school librarian Pre-12th grade
A short time in a college library
Twelve years (and running) in a public library
I am NOT a scientist
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Mt. Angel, OR & Its Library
• Small town (pop. 3500) in the Willamette Valley, est. 1893
• Known for annual Oktoberfest in September, the largest of its 

kind in the Pacific Northwest (400,000 visitors)
• The Library:
• 4,100 square feet; 30,000 items in the collection
• Part of the Chemeketa Cooperative Regional Library Service 

(18 libraries in 3 counties)
• Open 37 hours per week
• 4 staff=2.52 FTE



What are some attitudes that cause 
hesitation about circulating STEAM Kits?

Cost
Managing the pieces
What to include and where to get it
How to organize
Time
Don’t feel qualified (not a scientist)
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Circulating STEAM Kits may seem time-consuming and beyond your budget, but it is really easier and less expensive than you think! Learn how to bring this service to your library from a seasoned librarian of a very small library. We will explore topics/themes, purchasing, processing, what to include, how to manage all the pieces, possible funding sources, and more: everything you need to start circulating these exciting resources for all ages and interests.



Today’s Goals
Define what a STEAM Kit is
Topics/themes
Purchasing
Processing/Cataloging
Managing pieces/Organization/Circulation 
Policies
Possible Funding Sources
Questions
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What is a STEAM Kit?
 Hands-on interactive and creative learning for kids (and adults)
 STEAM Concepts: Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math
 Includes any or all of the following: 
  List of contents
  Learning games/manipulatives 
  Hands-on activities
  Non-fiction books
  Equipment
  Supplemental suggested learning activities
  A notebook to record observations
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Topics/Themes
 Do NOT recreate the wheel. Freely borrow from other libraries 
that have already created STEAM Kits: 
https://www.anchoragelibrary.org/services/services-
for/kids/stem-kits/ 
ANYTHING STEAM related
Ask kids, parents, teachers, homeschoolers…
Exploration Space

https://www.anchoragelibrary.org/services/services-for/kids/stem-kits/
https://www.anchoragelibrary.org/services/services-for/kids/stem-kits/
https://www.anchoragelibrary.org/media/2399/juvenile-stem-kit-brochure-2021-simple.pdf


Purchasing
Amazon
Geyer Instructional Products 
https://www.geyerinstructional.com/ 
Brown Dog Gadgets https://www.browndoggadgets.com/ 
Kid Wind https://www.kidwind.org/ 
4-H https://shop4-h.org/ 
Lakeshore https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/ 

 Commercial STEAM Kits. Have not used.
Others?
              

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have used all of these except Lakeshore

https://www.geyerinstructional.com/
https://www.browndoggadgets.com/
https://www.kidwind.org/
https://shop4-h.org/
https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/


Activities Sources 
StarNet https://www.starnetlibraries.org/
STEM Activity Clearinghouse 
https://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/ 
SciGirls https://opb.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/scigirls/ 
Brown Dog Gadgets https://www.browndoggadgets.com/ 
Others?

https://www.starnetlibraries.org/
https://clearinghouse.starnetlibraries.org/
https://opb.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/scigirls/
https://www.browndoggadgets.com/


Processing/Cataloging
Label everything (utilize Volunteers)
Folder with content list and supplemental 
activities
Cataloging: See supplemental materials. (Call or 
email me with questions.)



Managing pieces/Organization
Brochure with pictures and contents
Containers with handles
Luggage tags
Lots of pieces? Use a digital kitchen scale
Utilize Volunteers
If possible, buy two of everything (to easily replace lost items)
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Circulation Policies Trends
Three-week checkout—no renewals
One kit per family at a time
Check contents coming in (volunteers)
Our kits are behind the desk and must be requested
Pick up and return at owning library (no outside holds—
no use of courier)
Return directly to Circulation Desk



Possible Funding Sources

Grants
Local Businesses: sponsoring a kit that aligns with their 
business
Civic groups
Friends of the Library or Foundation
Oregon Regional STEM Hub Network

Companies: https://www.browndoggadgets.com/pages/grants 
Other?

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/stem/pages/stemhub.aspx
https://www.browndoggadgets.com/pages/grants


Questions?

My contact information:
Jackie Mills
jmills@mtangel.gov 
971-370-5040

mailto:jmills@mtangel.gov
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